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SERMONS 


' Which doe manifeſt the true ſence of the 1. Epiſtle 
to Timothie 6. Chapter 13+ 14. 15. & 16. 
k verſes of that Chapter. 


Preached by the reverend divine Mr, 70hn Forbes 
late preacher to the Companie of Mer- 
chant- Adyenturers in Delft. 
Matth, x5. 9. 


But in vain they worſhip me,teaching for doftrines mens 
precepts. 


Pſalm 3r. 6, 
# hate them that hould of ſuperſtitious Vanityes, : 
Pſalm x19. 113. | 
1 bate vain inventions but thy law doe 1 lobe, 
Mark. 8. 35. 
Whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall l»ofe it, but Whoſoeber ſha 


looſe bis life for my ſake , andthe Goſpels 
f fe fer ſhall ſave it. | 


Publiſhed by S. O. 
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An 4H tes Reader ſeeing the Holy- '2.Chron? 
SE p good? ? hath lefte us an OE Hg 
| C memory of Davids worthies Whow -+ 
= belped him to attame bis King- 
% dom, Who was but a type of our 
King Teſus Chn#t ,..1 think it neceſſary to ma- 
7 fe # ſome of thoſe famous dorines this ſervant 
of Cbrist Me, John Forbes taught in ha life_ 
time , rouching the righe of Chn;# Teſus ; Which 
God che father pave him to ordaine all things 
in bis Church, This truth of God he witneſſed 
more than 30, yeares , not onely unro the loſſe 
of 1s living, and unto bonds ; but alſo unto 
baniſhment , for defending th at it is not lawful 
for anie Prince or Potentate to commaund anie 
human deviſes , for to compel them to be uſe ed 
in the worſhip of God , and' for —— 
X* 2 


this tudaved theſe owat tryalls. And about. 
years after he was choſen preacher to the (om- 
paine.of the Engliſh Merchant Adventurers , 
and after he had ſerved them 11. years he was 
diſplaced by our King , and ſhortly after the 
Lord tooke him out of this world , be having 
ſerved in the MmiStery 42. years, be now ( as 
or bopets) i with the aſſembly of thoſe which 


 bawebeenkilled for the Word of God , and te- 
- ſeumonie which they mainteined,, Who doe cry, 


How long Lord , which art holy and true, 
doſt thou not judge and avenge our bloud on 
the perſecatours of thy truth ? Bur this do- 
Firine 1s thaught ſtrange unto the world , for the 
Papifts doe ſay, that the Pope bath authority to 
inititute ceremonies in' the Church , which he 
bimfelfe doth judye'fit+ , "and ourprelates , with 
their doftours , doe aftrme that Princes and 
Potentates of the world have authority with the 
aſeembly of their Bu/hops ,' to inflitute ceremo- 
mes , tes, and orders, ſuch as they doe judge 
fitting to worſhip God by , and they are inaued 
With deep Philoſophic , and learned arts , which 
I doe confeſſe are good , fo as theybe allwairs 

ruled by divine tuth ,* but otherwiſe we are 
W4 com- , 


commaunded ta avoyd them ( 1.2.18. eAnd the 
Holy-gho#t calleth them,when they are not ac- 
cording to avine truth the deep learning of Sa- 
chan, as be bathn this epiſtle manifeſted. 4oainſt 
them both this ſervant of IEſxs Chnſt doth 
clearly manife$t,that no human dewviſes or cere-. 
monies that (knſt hath not appointed for bis 
Worſhip , may beuſed im by worſhip for God 
the Father hath placed him farre above all prin- 
cipall:ties , and powers, and might, ard domi- 
nion, andevery pame that is namcd , not 
onely in this world butalſo in that that is to 


come, as the Holy-ghoft doth ſhew us in manie 
places,and that { brift is King and wer inhis 
Church, | 
Pilate and ( «ſar Tere content that (, IG 
Þould be accounted H ioh prieſt of his church, 
and that he ſhould be their Prophet , but for 
bum to affirme he is a King , that coft him his 
life , Caſar could not indure it : . So inthu 
age,princes carnot indure that his church ſhould 
recerve ng ordinaunces and decrees but thoſe that 
the Apoſtles eftabliſhed, for they will hacve their 
own ſuperſtitions uſed tn the worſhip of God, yet 
here the Holy-ghoft doth ſerecuſly condemmit, 
and that ( briſt muſt barve the whole prebemi- 
1 3 nence 


nence m bis Worſhip , and that bis miniſters 

muſt maintein this,as they will anſwer it at his 
glorious appearing,to judge all the world, theſe 
ſermons dove manifeſt this frait charge hee re- 
ceived from the Holy-ghoſt to withſtand all Hn- 
man ſaperſtitions which are brought mto Gods 
Wor/hip,they were raken by pen, by one of bis or- 
dinary bearers , the chief of theſe I had in wn- 
ting tWo years before be departed this life, and I 
ſhewed them to bim , and I tould bim 1 would 
publiſh them without naming anie authour , he 
anſwered if I did publiſh them, the adruerſaryes 
would know it to be bis worke , to which I anf- 
Wwered, that then I would not publiſh them , ex- 
cept I did ſurvive him. 

If all the ſermons this reverena divine 
taught out of this epiſile were publiſhed , it 
Would be profitable unto this generation , and 

to thattocome, for be doth manifeſt that as God 
by Moſes ordayned bim to be his penman to or- 
der bis church under the law : So Chriſt bath 
made this Apoſtle bis penman to appomt what 
ordinaunces his church muſt prattiſe untill bis 
ſecond appearing , and that with the ſtratteft 


charge we doe read of , thas his ſerpants may not 
admitt 


be... ki. its. 


. admit of anit other dervices to be brought into 


his worſhip 3 as they wil anſwere it at the great 
and dreadfull appeariug of all the world be- 
fore Jeſu Clbnft , with his holy Angells, tove- 
compence all oppoſers of his truth according to 
their works. 


This Author doth mention that inall Ages 
God hath had his taithfull witnefles as in the 48 
page appears , and Mr. Foxc hath inſtanced ma- 
nie; and here' I think fhtt road ſome others, 
ia the dark time of Popery , which hee bath 
nor. | 


"Two Preachers in France, one named Peter Bre- 

ves,zheother is called Hendrick van deTollhouſe, 
they were well known in France, and of cood efti- 
mation for their great learning, and they did much 
bewrazle the CApoſtacy of the church, and they ſpared 

1s "un of any degree, whatſoever they Were , affir- 
ming that they were fallen from the eftate of grace 
and from Chriit , and they affirmed the Pope 1 be the 
Prince of Sodom , and the Citty of Rome to be the 

other of all abhomination , that all the Biſhops 

Were cruel Woiwves gt ey deteited the doftrine ofT ran- 
ſub{antiation , and affirmed the maſſe,prayer for the 
actd,was Idolatrie before Grd and that [mages & the 
Croſſe might no: be prayed unto,nor [uffered in the 
Churches : That the Prieſts manner of ſinging Was 
mockery before God”, that praying to Sainitsand 

Towing of Chaſtity , and their manner ef building 
Temples, 


Temples, and obſerving of Holydayes were ſuper fi 
tious and Wicked , and all humane inventions in 
Gods Worſhip wicked Iaolatrie.T heſe me continued in 
their preaching twenty zears,and having great reſort 
coming to their pony of all ſorts &eſtates,at laſt 
they were apprehended by the Popes commannd, by 4 
L egate of his,and Peter Briſe Was burned at St.Toils, 
the other Wvas apprehended & committed to priſon,but 
What came of him we finde not : but there followed 
great perſecution , & many of their Diſciples went to 


their death joyfully: Look the 65.aud 66, Letters 
of Barnod zo the Earle of St. loylls. There wrote: 


againſi them Peter Abbott af Clugnam , which 
Barnod did record, and in likelyhood With envy, 
See the Cronicle of Paulus Meriam, 

Dottonr Fulck in his anſvcre to the Rhemiſh Te- 
Hament, doth ſay , that the Church of.Leodium, be= 
fore this, Ws under great perſecution under Pope 
Paſcus, for affirming him Antichriſt, 

The leluiteſaith that one Ceſarius writes, that 
ihe dorine of theſe Waldenſes was ſpread in more 
' thenathouſand cuies, and rhat they had an army of 
70000. that were deſtroyed by Simon of Momford, 
with a ſmall armie : but there is no- mention of an 
armie,Whics they had in the Chronicles, 


. 


1;Timor, 


WS; TW 


1 give thee charge in the feht of God, Who quickneth 
of all rs, and before Chriſt "Ieſas , who be= 
fore Pontigs Pilate witneſſed a good confeſen. 

6. 


Itherro the Apoſtle hath ſer downe 
8 unto ys a perfect patterne , to teach all 
7 the ſervants of Chriſt, how to walke 


=== V in the houſe of God , which is the 
Ce. Þ Church of the living God, in all ths 
Tf) Þ parts and portions of their ſpiricuall 
funQion , for the advancement of Gods 
glorie, and for the edification of his ſaints, and for 
the avoiding of all thofe things , which might offend 
God in his worſhip , cither.in Do&rine , or Diſcigline: 
he hath ſet vs.downe , and hath let ys ſee » what forts of 
men muſt haye chatge in Gods houſe: and he hath wars» 
ned vs of the errour , that they muſt avoid in DoQtrine, 
and of the yanitic they muſt ayoyd in their forme of 
ſpeach, and he hath likewiſe ler vs ſee , what forme;of 
Diſcipline is to be uſed in Gads Church. In this 
Chapter becomes tothe concluſion of it all : and fiiſt 
before heconcludes it he firſt deales againſt (eryants , 
who did abule their Chriſtian libertie , as a pretext, to 
the flcſh, refuſing to obey their Maſters : ſome, becauſe 


.their Maſters were heathens, and therefore they thought, 


that a Chriſtian inade free by Teſus Chriſt,ſhould not be 
bound to ſerve them , others, becauſc theic Maſters wers 
Chriſtians , therefore they thought it equall , that ona 
Chriſtian ſhould not be bound to be a ſervant to ano« 
ther ,, the Apoſtle anſweres both thee inthe beginnin 
of this Chapter, and after returnes back againe , a 
gives warning to Timothy , and in his perſon , to all 
| A x S208 __ Pajtors 
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Paſtors what ſkould be done, that they ſkould teach, 
ard cxhort the Church , this ſhould be the ſubRance of 
thcir Doctrine y* which in thisepiſtle is conteined, and 
to mooye him to this, he ſets downe an a! gument from 
the miſerable «ſtate of thoſe which keep not this com- 


mandement of the Apoſile : for if any man teach other- , 


wiſe, and confſenteth nor to this wholfome Doctrine, 
which is according unto godlineſle, he is proud not 
knowing aright : and he lets vs ſee the vaine ground of 
this theic vanity;zas fiſt, they are men of corrupt minds , 
the ſccond is, they are deRtivte of the trueth ; the 3, 
is this, they ſuppoſe gaine is godlineflc : and the A. 
poſtte doth manifeſt, thar this ſhewes i« to be the plaine 
contraty , aud that godiinefle is great gaine, and this he 
ſhewes by a ſtrong argument, in the verſes following , 
and he labours to draw all Paftors from this vice of co- 
yereouſnefſe ,* 2nd he teacheth ther how they ſhould 
ex crcife themſelyes/contineally , he ſetting downe a per- 
ſet patterne , for all Paſtors, and Teachers to praftice, 
they muſt follow after podlineſſe, faith, love , meck- 
nefle, and this isthe Fa: Secondly they muſt fighs 
the good fighrof faith, and the laſt is, the end and in- 
tent, that they may lay: hold on eternall life : and-he 
ſubjoynes 2, reaſons why Timothie ſhould do {o;as firſt, 
becauſe he was called thereunto of God, ſecondly bes 
cauſe he had profeſſed a-good profeſſion before many 
witneſſes, Crtore it ſhould be a ſhame for him to 


Faint > andnotto-goe forward and cofitinue, - 


Now the Apoftle concludeth with a moſt weightio 
Charge to Timothy, andin hisperſon untoall Paſtors, 
and Teachers , unto the end of the world : and this 
Charge is continued in 4 verſes , fronrthe 13 verſe, unto 
= the 17. and the ſubſtance of the charge ſtands in- two 
things , the fuſt is, in Keeping of this commandement 


without ſpor, umebykeably , and the ſecond is, the 
< Rs 1-4 | ©  conftans 
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conſtant keeping of it. The firft part concernes the 
matter he is to looke.unto ; Thez is , concerning the 
time how long they mult Keepe this, and bogh parts 
have their grounds, and reaſons in them. Fic wee will 
ſpeake of them as they are generally ſer downo unto ys , 
in the firſt & 2 yerſes, wherein we have fiiſt to marke the 
matter of the charge:the wordcharg is the (ae word which 
the Apoſtle uſcth before, in this epiſtle the firſt chapter, 
wherin he ſaith, that the end of the comandement is love 
out of a puce heart, where the word here called a coman- 
dement is the ſame here uſed for charge,ſo that this is nor 
an cxhortation , or requeſt , bur it is a ſtraight and ſever 
commandement : ſecondly this commandement , is 
ſtrengthened by a double authoritic , the authority of 
God , and of Chriſt, firſt I charge thee before God, 
and ſecondly before the Lord' leſus Chriſt; thicdly this 
authority is yet more ſtrengthened; and greater weyght 
is added to it, not (imply by laying God , or Chriſt 
before them ; but by Jaying God before bim, and Chriſt 
before him, cch of thera in the particular conſidera- 
tion of them, which is this , that hee doth quicken all 
things,the particular conſideration of Chriſt in this, that 
hee witneſſed , and confcil:d , a good confeſſion before 
Pontius Pilate , of the(c I will briefly ſpeake , before 1 
come to the commandement ir ſeife : which is ſet downe 
in the next words , to Keepe this commandement with- 
out ſpot, or blameleſle, till Chriſts appearing againe. - 
Firſt cocerning the charge, but before we come to enter 
into the particulars of ity It may be d<maunded , what 
ſhould moye the Apoſtle to ad this heavy charge , to his 
former precept , clpecially ro Timothic , whom hee ſo 
much commended , that be Found no man like minded 
unto him : what is the reaſun hee Knowing him to be 
ſuch a man, yet he gives a ſevere charge unto Timothie, 
and in his perſonto all Paſtores and Teachers; the reafon 
I take to be twofold. Firſt! that men might . not 
A 2 dall y 
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dally with this do&tine , as though it might bealterable 
by his Church , or changed at the appointment of Prin- 
ces, therefore hee will have them ro know, this is not 
ſo, bur it is of diyine authority, which none dare to 
change, as hce will an{were unto Ged, and to Chriſt, 
in wholc r2me he chaiger-hjm , that fo neither Timo=« 


thy , nor any other potentate , ſhonld thinke theſe pre- 


cepts , to be the precepts of mcn : or fuchas his Church 


might alter at their difcretion , but this charge is piven 
usto this erd , to force vs all , and moſt chiefly Paſtours 
to obſetyc it, as we will anſwere it before God, at his 
moſt dreadful] judgment , therefore no command of 
Princes , nor the fcare of the loffe of our lives, might 
cauſe us to violate this tructh.Tbe ſecond reaſon why the 
Apcſtle giyes this weightie charge unto Timothy , who 
wasſo rare a. ran, of whoſe ftcdfaſtnes, the Apoſtle 
ſo well approved”: is this , to ſhew that it is not an 
eaſy watter to performe this charge, but that all the 
grace that was in Timethic, was litle enough to inable 
him, with conſtancie and courageto keepe ir inviolably : 
the reaſon of itis this, becauſe there'is nothing in this 
world which Sathan more oppoſeth, nor that men ſet 
themſclyes againſt, neither any thing ſo contrary to fleſh 
and blood , as the'trueth -of Gods worſhip , and 
the ſincerity of Preaching it, the Diyell laboureth to 
corrupt the ptrity of doctrine, and the ſerviceof Godin 
his Church, above all things in the world : Now feing 
it is ſo much oppoſed by Sathan'and the world , who la- 
bour to deprive us of ſalvation, that wee might periſh 
with them ; therefore the Apoſtle knowing how the 
world and Sathan would oppoſe it hee ſeing by the ſpi- 
rit of reyclation the great temptations his ſeryants muſt 
undergoe , that would keepe Gods worſhip pure, there- 
fore, hee gives this ſtrait charge unto his Church, that 
they ſhould lay beforc their eycs , God, and Chriſt, con- 
tinually , for otherwiſe the terrours of men, and 41 
wor 
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world will ſhake them 4 and cauſe them to corrupt the 
waics of God;, other wayes men flend allwayes in danger 
of being overcome , either by entiſements of riches, or 
by the terrour of perſecuti6,and of impriſonment,there- 
fore the ſpirit gives vs this ſirayt charge , to bind vs more 
ſtrongly to this doQtine, cnd thus we fee the reaſons 
which movcd the Apoſtle, to ſet downe this weightie 
charge unto bis Church, 


Now let us come ard conſider this mote particularly, 
Scſt hee chargeth him before God , and ſecondly before 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lord the generall conſideration of 
the manner of this charge , ſerves for to letus fee, there 
is nothing ci ftay the miſerable heait of ran in the wayes 
of God , except the conſideration of God ard Chriſt: 
Take theſe two out of kis fight, and he is in darknefle, 
for if his heart be not ſet to ſee God , and Chriſt, hee 
will ſoone turne from the trueth , to vanitie: the very 
fight of men will m:ke us to ſtovp , and change our 
mindes , if God be out of our ſight , this made Moſes fo 
couragious beforc Pharaob. 


The Apoſtle ſaith of him ſelfe to the Corinths , that 
hee was not as other teachers who adulterated the word 
of God, he giveth this to be the reaſon , why he was nor 
ſuch an one, becauſe hee {rake as inthe Fghr of God: 
and this kept him that hecould not adulteratethe word 


port? A3 as upt'O 
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as unto cyery Paſtour , it doth appeare in the Hebrewes, 
where itis laid, wee are Sure». about with a cloud 
of witnelles ; Lerus caſt off eyery thing that preſſeth 
downe, and the finne , which hangeth fo faſt on : fixing 
our eyes upon leſus,the authour & hmiſher of our faith , 
who for the glory that was ler befoce him , deſpiſed the 


Thame or crolſe : If our eyes be fix:d upon Teſus, 


the authour and finiſher of our faith , we ſhall goe 
through honour , and diſhonour, ſo as nothing can hin- 
dec us, till wee hayc attained unto the price of our cal- 
ling: God having in [eſus Chriſt, choſen us unto him- 
ſelfe : thus we +, ook neceſlary ic is, to hayc God cons 
tinually in our fight. 


| And this is that which made David reioyce, that God 
was with him , at his right hand co uphold him : which 
made him not to be afraid of death: and to the ſame end 
the Apoſtle faieth, if God be on our (ide , who can be 
againſt us : This generall ſight of God, and of Chriſt, js 
the onely thing which will ttay a miſerable conſcience , 
and unconſtant heart, againſt the feare of man: we leo 
Ioſeph was ſtayed by this ,notto yeeld to his wicked Mi- 
ſicis, where hee ſaid, how ſhall I do this great wickedneſle 
and finne againſt God. | 


We have necd to ſer God , and Chriſt before us , and 
that will kcepe us from falling into evills againſt God or 
againſt ouc Neighbour, and it will eſtabliſh ouc hearts in 
goodnelle: againe ir may be demanded why the Apoſtle 
joynes God , and Chriſt; is not the fight of God fuſh- 
cient to ſtay our hearts? Now here may be 2 reaſons 
givcu for it, in giving this charge , to joyne God, and 
Chciſt togeaher, fiſt becauſethere is no fruit to us, in 
the light of God alone,except the ſight we have of God 
we have it in and chrough Chriſt, that. except we know 


God , ia Chriſt, our Saviour , the (ight of God will ne- 
yer 
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ver allure thee unte obedicnce, for there is ro fight of 
God , that will eſtabliſh thy keart in obedicnce, cxcepr 
then fee God as the Father of Chriſt, that gave his ſonne 
unto the death for our tranſg1eſhons , and'this fighe 
wakes vs to love God, with all our hearis,and to preferre 
this God , before all the world , which cauſeth us , wee 
dare do nothipg that ſhall oflend him , ſor to pleaſe 


men, 


Secondly the d ftinct confideration of theſe two , is 
of preat force to further and provoke mans heart unts ' 
obedience: Fiſt in conſideration of God , who is the 
judge of all the d , before whoſe face, all the world 
ſhall appeare , £o receive accordivg as they have done in . 
their budies , whether it be good or evill : the conſidera» Row 3» 
tion of God , as my judge , as the Apoſtle calleth him, 
and Abraham callshiw fo likewiſe, this isa great ſtay ts: 
reſtraine men from firne , when I dor know that hee 
who is my judge is before mee, and hee ſees me , and 
hee doth obſerve all my waies 3 ard this if I do mind , is 
- miphtic force, to keepe mee from finning againſt 
im. 


Moreover if there be any ſafety fromGods judgments, 
it is by the mediation of Chriſt alone : Now ſecing that 
God , and Chriſt , art perpetually joyned rogeather in 
judgment , ſo that what the one approves, the other ap- 

roves , therefore I muſt fee God as my judge , and: 

hriſt as my mediatonr , as a meanes to Keepe mee from 
finne, and for both theſe reaſons iris, that the Apoſtle 
joynes them together , God and Chriſt in this his charges. 
to let us ſee, wee have God, and Chiiſt, for cur enc- 
mics to Convince us , and to conderne us in that great 
day, ſceing in both their names we were charged, to 
Keepe this commandement without ſpot, and thus we 
ee Inge the reaſons, photons Boe joyunen Gon, 

an 


how Iſhold walke,[ ay unleſle I thin 
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2nd Chriſt together in this great Charge. 


Now we are to come to the particalar conſideration, 
of this Charge , firſt he laich God before us to be conſi- 
dered in this particular,that hee quicke ncth all things, ad 
ſecondly,rhe laicth Chiſt before us , who before Pontius 
Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, why this? 


Thereaſon of this , is , of great moment to be conſi- 
dered of us ; for the ignorance of this one point, is tho 
cauſc of many fooliſh paſtors, and of many FoolihChri- 
ſians? for it is not the naked ſetting of God and ofChriſt 
before us,thatwil ſeryc the turne,to ſtay thy wicked heart 
from pollution; Valeſle I'ft God before mee as hee is in 
Chriſt & as ho is apatterne of doing good , ſhewing mg 

« of chem, & thus 
ſee them, the ſight of them ſhal never do mee good,or be 
of force to ſtay my wicked heart from finne , for wic- 
ked men beleeye there is a God , and {o do the Divclls 
alſo, and this workes as much in the divells, as in many 
Chiſtians : (doth the fight of God and of Chriſt , hinder 
men from prophanencll:, in this world, doth ir either 
Ray the heart of Preacher, or hearer,from (inning ? it doth 
not ; ) the reaſon is , becaule they have onely a generall 
mooving, and notion of God, bur they never » ot fel- 
dom take notice of him, in his nature,and propertics, 
as heeis layd before us,as a patternce,in whoſe footeſteps 
we muſt walke , and Canine the Apoſtle laide God bea 
fore Timothy in the particular con(ideration of him , as 
he Þ > x47" all things, & Chriſt as he witnelled a good 
confcilion before Pontius Pilate. 


Toucking the ficſt, the ſpirit of God throughout the 
ſcriptures , when they ſpeake of any matter concerning 
God,or his glory, Commonly hee ſers dywne a certaine 
deſcription of God , that our of it, 2 24g0 ſec him ſo, 

as 


Omer 
” 


cn 


| 2 
as to fcare to doany thing that hee forbidd:eth : Yeta- 


mong all the gloriouſe diſcriptions of God , there is 
none more glorious then this , which the Apoſlle hath 
here (cr downe in theſe 4 verſes ; firſt that itis hee , that 
quickneth all things,ſecondly that hee is the onely Po» 
tentate,8& king, of kings, & Lord,of Lords; dwclling 
in that light which no man can attaine unto ; to whom 
be honour,and gloric cycrlaſting , fo hee (ers downe a 
ſtrair diſcription of the living God , becauſe much is to 
be conſidered of God, to makeall paſtours and teachers, 
to be faithfull, and to ſtay ſinfull man fram corcup- 
ting Gods tructh : it is not the knowledge of one parti- 
cular concerning God ; nor yet of many,that will ſerve 
therurne; but it muſt bea great and wonderfull Knows 
ledge of God, that will fandtify a prophane heart, to 
tcuc obedicnce therefore Chriſt himſelfe aſcribeth e- 
ternall life, unto the Knowledge of the true Godl 

him whom God hath ſent. 

This is not the generall knowledge of God, which many 
have,& yet ſhall be damned , but it is ſuch a knowledge, 
as wili daunt the moſt vaine , & proud heart of man,and 
make it to ſtoupe under his hand:I ſay ſuch a knowledgo 
of God we muſt have, & ſuchan apprehenſion of God, 
as will not make us to jet atir, but ſuch a knowledge as 
may make us perpetually ro tremble,and it ſhonld be our 
care to increaſe inthis knowledge of God,and to learns 
to know him aright ; for it is not the knowledge of 
God (imply, but the knowledge of God aright : that will 
make both Paſtour , and Chriſtians,to walke conſciona- 
bly,and fincerely, whereas on the contrary wicked men 
through their Ignorance of God z becauſe God holdes 
his peace , and doth not preſently exccute Iudgment, 
therefore they thought that God did approve of their 
wickeduelſe, as if God tooke pleaſure in finne , as 
much as they 3 we reade in the plalmes : the wicked 


his 


3 and 7oh. 17. 


faith in his heart that God hath forgotten, hee hideth Pſ19,1t 
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his face , he will nor (ce it,and this makes them to ſcorne 
at them which reprove them , and all becauſe the fight 
of God is hid from their eyes. 

The cauſe of all looſencs ct life, and wickedneſfſe 
of heart, is chcifly this,that though we thinke wee know 
God, yer wee know him rot as weſhold, therefore let us 
every one labour to underſtand this , that God will 
haye us to know him, as hee hath revcaled-in his word. 

To come to ſpcake of this knowledge more parti- 
eularly, how God is (ct before us, to be confidered in his 
working,in his power,and in his Omnipotency , but in 
this place hee is ſet before us, in his mightie power and 
the Micacie thereof , & Iclus Chriſt is here (et before us 

for an example to us, who witneſſed a good Confellion, 
and this we muſt conlider of God more particulatly, 
for we way not conliderGod onely in his goodnelſe,and 
mercy,& not ia his power & juſtice : for that will make 
men make ſhipwracke of faith, & not to walke with an 
upright heart before God ; when men looke onely to 
Gods mercy,and forget his power; indeed Gods mercy is 
the moſtc kindly motive,to make us ro obey God , but ir 
is not the onely motive,for the power of God muſt like- 
Wile be laid before our eyes : David was aſtoniſhed when 
hee did ſee, what judgments God did execute upon men, 
& in the 1, Corinth. the Apoſtle tells us whatir is,that 
made him a faithfull miniſter , knowing the terrour of 
the Lord to perſwade men, he ſcts before himſclfe,the 
horrible judgments that ſhall be inflicted upon unfaith- 
full miniſters at the laſt day : and this made himto ſet 
- himſelfe,to draw mentoGod, by all tbe ſtregth hee could, 
he conſidered not onelyGoeds goodneſle,but he likewiſe 
ſctts before himſelfe the terrour of the Lord,lo as he 
durſt not dalley with Gods tructh, but he did labour 
ro 4 utmoſt of his power, faithfully to diſpenſe Gods 
Uuth, 


Icſus Chiiſt hee is ſet before us as a patterne , for 
Chriſt 


FT 
Chrift is not onely to be conſidered by us, as our Re- 
deemer , or mediatour , forthis doth but begnile fooliſh 
men,& cauſcth them to finne more, but they ſhould con- 
fider an other thing in Chriſt: ro wite, that hee is not 
onely giycn for this , but alſo fora patterne , and unleſle 
weeſerye God , after his example, his blood ſhal never 
ranſome us. 

Thele are the two things we are to marke, to ſet 
God before us,not onely in mercy, buralſo'in his power, 
& weareto ſet Chriſt before us, not onely as a redee- 
mer , bur alſo asa patterne for us to follow his foot- 
ſteps : concerning God,he makes choice of this, that 
hee quickneth all things) why this? (to beſhort, ) Gods 
power is to be ſeene in many things , but eſpecially Gods 
power ſhines in this, and hath the greateſt force in ir,to 
dannt the hearts of men morethen any thing whatſoc- 
ver when he ſees God to be the authour of life to all 
things : ſo that no man lives but by him , if any man con- 
{1der this, to wit, that they haye no breath,nor life, nor 
mooviug , but from God ; and thatit is not in the power 
of any King , or Potentate in the world, to give life but 
God alonc,and thy liſe is in Gods hand to give itto thee, 
& to continew it, and to reſtore it, when it is taken from 
thee; this conſideration ,-is of great moment to preſervo 
0$,not to offend this God,for the pleaſure of any Poten- 
tate inthe world, fince all the world cannot give mee 
life,nor continue life , and when I am dead, and life is 
gone, none in heayen, orcarth , can reſtore me to life, 
except God do itzwhy then ſhould I not be carcfull, that 
I oftend not this God,nay farre bs it from me, for to do 
it, for any flefliin the world : O let us be carefull that 
wee provoke not this good God to wrath , who hath 
given us life, thatin his wrath , wo provoke him not to 
take it from us againe : ſecing that God onely gave it 
mee,to honour him : am Inot bound to conſecrate my 
life to him alone, not to obey any creature to diſo- 
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bey him,it was not my fathcr , or mother, that gave 
mee life, but the Lord onely,whe is the Lord onely, who 
is the Lord of life, hee bath pur life into we , therefore 
neither for fathcr, nor mother , ſrould I give my life 
Obief; otherwiſe then for the honour of God : O but {ome 
rl may ſay, if I do fo, & fo, theſe men will take away my 
life from mee , have they power to doeit without God? 
Lye. 22, faith not Chciſt, feare not them which can kill the body, 
C tut rather feare him, which can caſt both ſoule and body 
into hell fire,and he ſaid againc, are not there two ſpar- 
rowes (old for a farthing and yet not one of them falls 
on the ground , without the providence of our hea- 
venly father, how much better are yee then many 
ſpar1owes : if a ſparrow cannot fall to the ground, nor 
any mancan take away the life of it, without Gods pro- 
vidence, than ſurely all the tixants of the world, cannot 
take away thy life, except the Lord ſuffer them : the 
Lord Icfus himſelfe, giveth a ſweet warnipg to his dil- 
ciples, when hee fajcth to them, Riſe, & let us go to Iudea 
apainc,& his diſciples Gid unto him, Maſter , the Iewes of 
late ſought to ſtone thee, & gocſt thou then thither ? they 
thought itan hard ſaying of Chriſt , that they ſhould goe 
thither a gaine: but Iclus anſwered them & aid ,arc there 
not 12.howets in the day ? if apy man walke jn the day, 
he ſtumblcth not, becauſe hee bath the light, & ſecth the 
light of this world , but if a man walke in the night, hee 
ſtumbleth becatiſe thereisno light in him. What means 
Chriſt by this, hee meanes by this to tell them , that as 
I6g as the day of mans life doth laſt, which hath a period 
ſcir,lo long he goes without feare , as hee that walketh 
an the day , fearcs not, forthe Lord is with him , butif 
they waike in the night , that is,if the time appointed of 
their life, be at an end,he muſt fall then, letting us thereby 
underſtand ; thar men way walke in theic Jawfull cal- 
lings without feare : for all the world cannot wake 
him ſtumble, if God give them pot leaye , as Chriſt ſaid 
| COns 
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concerning Herod,tell that foxe, I muſt walketo day, & 
ro morrow , untill the third day , which ixgppointed of 
God for mce: ſothat wee mayſee, thatrone can give us 
| life but God\,ſo inthe 1ſt place,when weeare dead,none 
can reſtore our ſouls and bodies to life againe but God 
one ly , & therefore wee muſt not conſecrate cur life to 
any but to God aloye , theſe conſiderations arc worthy 
to be laid up in our bezrts. 

Beſides theſe conſiderations, of Gods quickning all __ 
things,it is an eſpecial ground of our faith, as it is writ- Kew 4-17 
ren'concernivgAbraha,l hayc made thee a father of many 
nations before God , & hee belecycd the word of God, 
even that God that quickneth the dead, and calleth thoſe 
things which be not, as though they were, and this was 
that which made Abraham to wajke ſtedfaſtly with 
God , becauſe hee knew as the Apoſile boaſteth faying, 

] am perſuaded that reeither life, nor death , nor any other Rows. $ 
creature can (<perate mee,from the love of God : death "FO 
is not able to keepe me under the power of it, for CHriſt 
bydeath hath overcome death,as the Apoſtle afficmeth, 
if the ſpirit of him which raiſed Chiiſt fromthe dead, 
dwell in your mortall bodics,eyen hee that raiſcd the 
| Lord lcfus, ſhall likewiſe raiſe'your mortall bodies by the 
ſame ſpirit : ſo that this is the one of our faith.;. and 
hope, to wit , that God quickneth all things : and this 
made Abraham to be obedient , & ready to offer up his 
ſonxe Ifaack, for hee knew, that(notwithſtanding God: 
could not faile to make good what he had promilled. in 
the perſon of Iaack. | 
| To. conclude this point at this time, there be mani» 
fold ccnſiderations of this argument, to ſtrengthen'all, 
Paſtours,cſpccialy in their calling,that they pervert not 
Gods word , for any mans pleaſure in the world: forif. 
I looke to their lives,that will opprefſe mee, or if I ſhall 
looketo wy ownelife, I ſhall finde itto be a great ter»: 
rour, to Keepe mee from diſplcaſing God in my a—_ 
or 
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for any-mans pleaſure ;-firſt;if f conſider thei lives, they 
haveit from God, arid as their life is from God , o isall 
their working, power; that they cannot tire a foote 
further then ic pleaſeth God : for God can cut off their 
daics in an inſtant : is it not then a vaine thing to feare 
man, whole breath is in his noſtcils,it being fo caſy a mat- 
ter for God to take away the life of all flcth , howdare 
I then (inne againſt God,to obey any man;? + Secondly, 
if I cofider mine owne life, I have no cauſe to obey man, 
and to linne againſt God,ſecing none can take my life a- 
way, but God: and none can giye it mee, but hee which 
gave it: therefore I ſhould onely feare him , who gave 
mee life, and can take it frons mice: and thus wee ſee, 
how the ſpirit of God,in this particular conſideration of 
God,who quickneth all thingss laics a ſtrong ground 
to all Paſtours, & Teachers , for to harken unto this 
Charge,that they violate not this commandement, 


The ſecond F this great grave & weightic Concluſion (beloved 
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inthe Lord ) wherewithall the Apoſtle ends his 
Do&rine, which concernes the ordering of the affaires of 
Gods howſe aright, according to the will of God : wee 
began to ſpeake to you the laſtrime , and wee did ſhew 
you the reaſon why the Apoſtle did ad this (o weightie & 
grave Charge, and Commandement to Timothiez a man 
otherwiſe of excellent guifts,it was to let us ſee, that the(e 
things are not 'of humane invention, but of divine au- 
thoritie : they are things which are not to be diſpen- 
ced withall , as men may diſpence with the preeepts of 
men ; for they are the Commandements of the living 
God: otherwiſe the Apoſtle would never have charged 
Timothic,and in him all Paſtonrs in ſuch a manner , as in 
the Gght of God,and of Chriſt Ieſus', to Keepe thisgCom- 
mandement without ſport. Secondly hee will ler us un- 
derſtand , by this charge, what difficultic Paſtours ſhall 


haye to continue faithfullin Gods houſe , for on 
| ave 
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havgallwais need petpetually, ro have this Charge laid 
before them , and ſounding in their cares, that the ter» 
rours of it, may Keepe them in their Compaſlle, that they 
way practice this dueric which the Apoſtle bath charged 
them withall z becauſe whatſoever Sathan , or this 
wicked world cando ,:to make Paſtours to perycrtthe 
waies of God, and to walkein Gods howle otherwiſe 
then God hath Commaxrded : hce Knowes that if the 
ſhepheard be ſmittcma, the flock will be ſtatrered , & that 
the corimpting of the Paſtour will corrept the flocke, 
therefore wajnly doth hee ſer himſclfe , againſt them 
that are Paſtours, if hce capnot quench the goſpell, yet 
that he may peryert the goſpell : that it may not yeald 
wholſome food of falyation to Gods people, 

Ficſt in the charge , we are to maike the manner of 
propounding of it, it is commanded , & that a denuncia- 
tion given With authority,it is not a requeſt or an exhorta-» 
tion, but it is a ſraite injunion , binding the ſoule and 
conſcience,to necellatic obedience. Sccondly, wee de- 
clared unto you , by what authority hee commands this 
law, he doth it not by his owne , but hee chargeth him 
before God,that quickneth all things , and in the ſight of 
Chriſt the Lord , hee laies the authority of God & of 
Chriſt before him : wherefore he did this, we have all- 
ready ſhewed you , and why that Chriſt is ioyned with 
God in this Charge : becauſe wee are to ſet before our 
eyes,ouc Iudge and our adyocate,inthis Charge. Goud 
is the judge of the world, and hee will judge the world, 
by Chriſt Icſus,the man ; ſo that although wee be guiltis 
of ſinne, in the ſight of God,and thatGod for the ſame 
way juſtly damne vs,yettherc is hope of mercy in the me- 
diation of Chriſt, who hath given himſclfe to death for 
us, but in the tranſgreſſion of this precept, the Spirit, will 
have P:ſtorfts ro know , that they are not to lookeunto 
Chiiſt,as a mediatour,but to God as a judge, & bothGod 


aud Chriſt , ſhall be agaiuſt him that neglcReth this pre- 
cept: 
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cept:Y ca, all faithleſſePaſtours ſhall find, ſo farre as they 
negle& Gods ſerviec,ſo farre Gods wrath ſhall be kind» 
led againſt them- ; 
We began to ſpeake of the properties which are by 
the Apoſtle added to God, and Chriſtzto make this atte- 
Nation of greater force ,. and' you- heard (that hee ſets 
.downe God by this, that hee quickneth-all things , and 
the reaſon why ( aboveall the properties of God, ) he 
chooſcth this onefaft ofGod in the ſec6d placezas being 
of greateſt weight, to inforce this exhortation., for the 
gceateſt weight , or force, or fearethat wee can be in , is 
of our lives ; this is the greateſt feare, that man can put in 
our hearts,namely;to take away our liues from us: now 
that which armes us againſt this , is the knowledge of 
God,that hee hath all mens lives at his diſpoſing, and that 
hee both gives life, and takesit away at his plcaſaro , and 
can reſtore us to life, when our lives aretaken away from 
us » {othat wee need not to be afraid of any creature, 
fince we know this authority of taking away our lives, is 
onely in his hands, fo as none can take them away, with= 
out his permiſſion,and when they take ic away , God can 
reſtore it againe. : there is no feare of the loſle of life, 
that ſhould make a faithfull Paſtour to pervert the waies 
of God. 

} Now wceareto ſpeake of the particulers, that are 
here aſcribed roChriſt, which in order followeth next 
to be handled, and concerning him, the Apoſtle ads this, 
who witneſſed a good confeſſion , befoce Pomins Pi- 
late. There are many things that may be ſaid of God, ts 
wake the conſcience to tremble before him 3 belides 
this that is here ſet downe, that hze quickneth all things : 
ſo there may be many things ſaid of Chriſt befides this : 
that hee witnelſcd a good confellion, under Pontius Pi- 
late ; onely the Apoſtle chooſeth this , above all the reſt, 
to ſer forth our obedience to this charge : the reaſon hee 
gives, becanſe the cheife thing, that cauſerh &teacherh us 
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er Paſtours to walks uprighly , is the example of the 
Prince of Paſtoucs, Chriſt Ieſus, who is the Lord , and 
head of allPaſtours,and hee that makes us Paltours,as the 
Apoſtle ſhewes us,that hee is aſcended up on high , and 
gave ſometo be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets ſome Paltours, 
and Teachers, heeis the Prince of our calling , and , tho 
Paſtour of all Paſtours, to teach them; how to diſchargo 
the duty of theic calling: therefore theApoſtle ſers Chriſt 
for the patterne : which he did iu the time of the greateſt 
danger,that eyer he was in, the very day that he was con- 
demned to die, even before a heathen judge ; to teach 
us by his patience, what wee ſhould do, that are Paſtours, 
though wee be in danger of our lives ; Nay though 
wee at » that our adyerfaries have' power gi- 

yenthem of God,to take away our liyes from us, yet ws 
ſhould do like him , that is our Pcince, which hath laid 
downethis foundation before us, he having witnelſed & 
good confcſſion in the preſence of Pontius Pilate : and 
no terrour of the judge, nor cruelty of the adverfary,nor 
fcarc of death, made fi afraid to confeſſeGods trueth, 
this example ſhould wee (et before our eyes allwaics. And 
this bcing the genera]l, it ſhould teach vs this leſſon, that 
Paſtours that would know how to walkefaithfully in 
» Gods howſe,muſt not be ignorant of the conver(ation of 
Chciſt the Lord:but they muſt looke upon his boldnes, 8 
perſcverance,6& faithfullneſſe to the end,& make him to 
be the onely patterne of their owns carriage in Gogs 
howle : it is not enough for a Paſtour to jooke how this 
or that min behaves himſelfe : but hee ſhall anſwere in 
the day of account , according as hee hath followed 
Chriſt, whos the onely rule of our behaviour z & accor- 
ding unto which bis damnation ſhal ccſt, & be juſt: tho 
Apoſtles them (clyes never durſt preſumeto teach men to 
follow them abſolutely, bur they bad the ſaints to follow 
them,as they followed Chriſt, for Chriſt is the pattern of 
all rightc ouſneſle, & true Chriſtianity , according to 
C whole 
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whoſe foorfteps; wee muſt walke, if ever we thinke to 
tzignt with Chriſt tn glory : thisis the patterne which the 
Apoſtle Peret tells tis, char Chriſt alſo ſuffered, the juſt for 
the vital}, lewing ts antvarmple, that we ſhould follow 
his foorfteps, whit tee dif it theworke of His miniſtrie,8c 
its his life, &converfaris, was d6 to teach as, how we ſhold 
walke either as Chriſtians, in _ , or as diſpencers, 
6f rhic'miſterics 6f God:and this js the reaſon why Chriſt 
is fer tn the ſcriptures, before the Church of God , that 
they might petpþertially, have their eye upon him, who is 
"the attbbr,arid Artther bf their Faith : (o as that hee did 
endure thecroſſe, & dcfpife the fame, for the glorie that 
was ſet, before him ;{o tuft we endore all the vMictions, 
that the world can lay uporius , and we muſt ſtand ſted- 
faſt to Gods ttacth,or elſe we way juſtly doubt , whether 
ever God will fave us or no : fo that Paſtours muſt looke 
«ay learne of him , meckenes and lowlincile 
of heart, 8 piety and the true ſervice of God, This being 
the genierall, wee will come more patticularly to this, thar 
the Apoſtle here ſets downe, eſpecially in confeſſion, ho 
fets downe Chriftes confeſſion: there arc two things up- 
on which depends our falvation , the firſt, is the inward 
2&tion of the heart, the ſecond is, the outward ation of 


Ros. 10, the mouth, with the heart, man beleeyeth to rightcouſnes, 


& with the mouth he confelleth ro ſalvation. 
Now the Apoftle having to do withPaſtours, not ſo much 
"Yiti regard of the inward diſpolition of their hearts, as of 
* Their outward patternegthereforc he ſpeakes notaword 
of the inward diſpoſition of the heart , but of outward 
faithfullneſſe : and this is that which principally we are 
to looke into, namely, how Chriſt profelled,& confeſſed, 
& witneſſed this his confeſſion, for theſe two are to be 
diſtinguiſhed: there is confeſſion, which js the matter, 8 
there is witneſſing, that is the fa&t,ſo that weare to c6(ider 
his coufeſſion, & the witneſſing of it:& the place where, 


that it was,eyen under Pont. Pilate , or before him, & ſo 
much 


I 
much the rather are wee to takethis to heart, becauſe wee 
have a fad ſaying, which Chriſt ſets,downe, notonely to 
Paſtours , but to all Chriſtians, where he {gicth , that hes 
which is aſhamcd of mec, before men,& denies mee be- 
fore men,of him will I be aſhamed , before my father, 
& deny bim « but hee that confeſſeth mee before men, 
him will I confeſle before my fatherin heavenzit is there- 
fore a dapgerousthing, to erre in this, ſeeing. fo heavy 
a ſentence1s given of them which confeſle him.not : this 
is the pointwhich weeareto looke umto,it isnot enough 
for Chriſtians to glory,as many fooliſhly do , to wit of 
their faith , that they do beleeve,and yetin the meane 
time although they profeſle God in word, yet they deny 
him in deeds, as Paulc ſaith to Titus. 
Now God will not hayethis : but he will have,as wan 
belceves with the heart, ſo he ſhould confeſle the truth 
with his mouth,if ever he thinke to be (aved:tho Apoſtles 
were not aſhamed,no not in the very light of the Caibes, 
& Phariſes, when they were acculed , and forbidden to 
preach in Chriſts name: they (aid plainely to them, judgs 
yee whether it be better tro obey God,or man; the whole 
world could not lilence them , when-God Commanded 
the to ſpcake, he wil never hold hjz peace, frs. that which 
Chriſt had made. him a witnefſe unto; Now all Paſtours 
arc Chriſts witncſlts,as Chriſt faieth., hee hath choſen 
them to be witneſlesto the gentiles, .of thatwhich they 
had keard & ſeence: Paſtours are the witneſſes of Chriſt, 
,andarcappointed to beare zecord of his trueth: &:if they 
be filent in this, & thefearc of death,) or life, make thE:to 
ſhure their lipps. from. ſpeakingat Godstrurh,this ſentece 
ſhall mect themin the day of judgraent :. & the princeof 
Paſtoues , ſhall be their canvidtion ,'that. they. have not 
walked.as became them :;becaulc they.did not .do -as: hee 
did; (o this confeſſion, /is:thething that the Apoſtle laics 
beforous, beeaule feare many times makes men dillemble 
with thetrueth of Godz& the feare of death many tires 
B 2 makes 
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makes men to pervert the trueth of God , & to keepe it 
cloſe when God requires it ſhould be ſpoken : the ſonne 
of God is ancxamplero vs , 'who never did' pervert 
the truch , norconcealed it : for if every Chtiflian be 
bound to the Apoſtles commandement to give a 
reaſon of his faith , to every-one that ſhall aſke it : how 
much moxe is hee bound to rhis, that hee that reacherh 
others; ſhould owne,and maintzine this tracth , as occa- 
fon is offerred: this istherefore the trueth , & the dutie 
that eſpecially wee muſt looke unto , we muſt confecſle 
the truth, &:acknowledge the rrueth,com what can come, 
wee muſt not be aſhamed of it. Secondly the Apoſtle 
ſaicth,that Chriſt witnefled/a good 0" te , hee did 
not onely confeſſe the trueth, but hee dig likewiſe beare 
witneſle unto the trueth, ratifying it by his teſtimony , & 
which is more, he ratifycd itat his death,and that is thar, 
the Apoſtle cheifly aimes-at: for that which Chiiſt con. 
fciſed before Pontius Pilate, hee ratifyed ir, & confirmed 
it by his death: thee confelled himſelfeto be the ſonne of 
God,and he ratifyed it by his death , & this is the maine 
cauſc, why in Matthew 8& Luke, that they (aid unto him, 
wee have found him peryertipg tho Nation, & ſaying he . 
isa King ', and this is the _— that Pontius PHare 
mooved unto him, when hee fſaid,art thon theKing of tho 
lewes?and Chriſt ſaid unto him thou baſt faid/it, this is 
thatcopfeſſis which theApoſt.aimes atz& it is ſer downe 
fully in the 18. of Iohn , where fore to the intent that 
wee may the better know the meaning of the place , let 
, us conſider the words there ſett downe , at the 3 3 verſe, 
"then Pilate entred into the judgmit hall againe,& called 7eſws, 
and ſaid unto him , art thou the King of the jeWves, Teſws an- 
ſwered him, ſaieſt thou this thing of thy ſelfe, or did atbers tell 
it thee of meet Pilate anſwered am I ajewe?thinc owneNa- 
tion,the cbeife preiſts haye delivered thee unto mee, w hat 
haſt rhon done? Icſus anſwered him my Kingdome is 
not of this world , if my Kingdome were of this _ 
x then 
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then would my ſervats Eghtthat I ſhould vot be delivered 
to the jewes,but now , is not my Kingdome from hence: 
Pilate therefore {aid unto himyart thou a King, then Jeſus 
anſwered;theu ſaieſft that I am a King, to this end was 1 borne, 
& for this cauſe came 1 into the world,that 1 ſhould beare Wit- 
neſie unto the trueth: every one that 15 of the trueth heareth my 
Words,and this is the confeſſion, which Iclus witneſſed be- 
fore Pontius Pilate, 


Firſt wee will conſider the ſubſtance and matter of ir, 
ſecondly wee will confider the circumſtances of ir,to wir 
the time, and condition, which Chriſt was in, when hes 
made this confeflion , the confellion which hee witne(- 
ſed hath theſe” parts , firſt that hee was a King, ſeccondly, 
that his Kingdome was not of this world , thirdly , that 
hce was borne, and came into the world to this end, to 
beare witneſſe vnto the truth, and fourthly , every one 
of the trueth , did heare his voice ; theſe are the fower 
parts of, his confefſhon ; it is not therefore without 
great cauſe, that the fpicit of God , chargeth Paſtours in 
the name of Chriſt before him , that witn«lled this good 
confeſſion before Pontius Pilate, for it ſerves not only 
for example, but likewiſe for great inſliuction for us 
that are Paſtours, to teach us what God requires at our 
hands, who witneſſed a good confeſſion, faieth the A- 
poltle, a better confefſion can none make, nay this daunts 
the hearts of feeble minded Paſtours , they not darcin 
ro ſhew forth their faithfullnefle ro Chriſt, and this 1s 
the maine point , both in the confeſſhon of Chit, the 
Prince of Paftours , and of all that ſhall ſucceed him, to 
avouch the Lord Icſus Chriſt to be King: for the world 
is content of any thing elſe, that wee can ſay of Chriſt, 


they will allowe of his prophericall, or pricſtly office, but How the 
for him to rule and raigne, that they will not indure,they world e- 


will not haye him to be king. feemes of 


C3 


Tt was Chriſt, 


22 
The peten*® It was no offence to Ceſar that Chriſt was called a 
tates of the Prophet , ora Prieſt by office, but ro call him (elfe a 
earth can« King , that brought him to his death : Celar co!d nor en- 
not endure dure it,fo-now a daics Kings and Princes will be content, 
that Chriſt to have Chriſt called'by anyname, that can he giycn'him 
ſhould be belides this, but you muſt not ſay hee is a King, the King, 
the king of of his Church : every Mageſtrate now will 'be King him- 
bis church (elfe of the Churche ., therefore the Papiſts call the 
but thy Pope, the King of the Church, and thoſe likewiſe thar 
will hays haye ſhake off che Popes authority, yet them(clyes will be 
ſomeof Lords in Gods houle, and if Paſtours will ſtand co main- 
theirtradi= taine,that there is no other King in the Church but Chriſt 
tions to be alone;there is nothing vnder heaven, which.will more en- 
pſed in his danger his life, then this; and yer this is the confeſſion 
Worſhip. wee muſt ſtand vnto , vader the paine of looſing cternall 
Note this. life, and this is that which Chriſt loſt his life for : and 
for this wee muſt be willing, to lay downe our lives, ra- 
ther then to ſuffer any to be the King of Saints, bur Chriſt 
alone,and therefore it is,that the Apoſtle calls this a good 
confeſſion. 
Objettion. But aman may aſke me, why this is called a good con- 
feſlion , more thcn to haveconfclled Chriſt to be the 
eAnſ. oncly bigh Pricſt, and Prophet of his Church: I anſwere 
that both theſe acknowledgments are good , for we muſt 
not acknowledgeany more high Prieſts , ro reconcile us 
to God, bur Chiiſt alvuc,, and hee is the onely Propher 
of his Church, whoſc voice mult oncly be heard: but why 
is this acknowledgment of him co be. King,called to be a 
good confellion aboye thereſt. 

Certainly there is great .reaſon for this, and it is not 
without caulc , chat in the (cciptures of God, this ticle is 
given to him, more then any other ticles : all the Kings of 
Iſracll , were buc tipes of him , Salomon was but a ſha- 
dow of him , therefore the ſcriptures tell us , that when 
the Iewes ſhall be gathered rogether , they ſhall ſabmir to 


Dayid their King , meaning Chriſt, The reaſon of it is, 
becaulc 
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becauſe in the King]y office ſtands the crowne of his glo- 
ry, I fay it againe, that the crowne of his =_ ſtands in 
his Kingly office : how (0? becauſe God hath not given 
to any , in heaven , or earth, by which aman can beſaved; 
but by the-name of Teſus onely : Now which is more , 
the Apoſtle writing to the Epheſians in his firſt Chapter, 
ſpeaking of the mightie power of God that raiſed him 
up from the dead, and fer him at his owne right hand; 
in the heavenly places, far above all principallities and 
powers, and might, and dominion, and every name that 
is named, not onely in this world , butin the world to 
core; and hath put all things ynder his feet, and gave him 
to be-head,over all things in the Church. : 

$o the Apoſtle concludes the greatneſle of the ſonne 
of God , by this, that God hath wade him-to be the head 
of che Church : who is the fullnefle of him that filleth 
all chings : fo that this cxattation of Chriftro glorie, and 
the dignitie which Chriſt s exalted vmto, aboveall men, 
or angells , this is the cheife glory, and honour, of the 
ſonne of God : wee ſhall ſpeake ſomewhat more of this 
hereafter , how that all the other offices of Chriſt, they 
arc but ſervite : Chriſt doth abaſe himſelfe , to be the 
Prophet of his Church , and hee was not aſhamed to take 
vpon him , to teach the law of God, to the people with 
his owne mouth : neither was hee aſhamed , to take upon 
him to be our Pricſt, to offer to God for ſinnes of the 
world, in all theſe hee was abaſed ; and ſuffered himſelfe 
in a manner to be ſpoiled of his honour and glorie : bur 
when hee comes to his Kingdome , which hee ſhcweth 
by his reſurreRion, and when hee hath prevailed againſt 
his enimies, and had ſubdued finne, and Sathan,then hee 
ſtands triumphing in heaven , and there fits at the- right- 
hand of God , and herein ſtands his dignitie : and it is a 
wonderfull thing that the world confiders it not : thoſe 
which were the former offices, to be Prophet or Pcicſtin 


his Church , ſtands in the abaſing and hemiliation of the 
ſonne 
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ſonne of God : but in his kingly office ſtands his exalta- 

tion , this is his dignity and Royall prerogative : hee chac 

- medleth with ic,mcdleth with the cheifeſt dignitie of 
Chriſt. 

Furthermore as the former 2. offices of Chriſt are but 
fervile functions, ſe the third by vertuc of his cxaltation, 
makes the other 2. both effeuall ; both his word, as 
Pcophet,or of his ſufferings as a Prieſt, depends vpon his 
Royall power, for except hee havepower over all chings, 
hee were not able to keepe us in his feare, nor preſent us 
into the favour of God , nor makeit effeRuall to ſalya« 
tion : for Sathan,and finnc and the world, would , pre- 
vaile againſt us : but Chriſt by his power is ſtconger then 
all,ſo as neither man, nor angell can make fruſtrate that 
which hcc hath done for his Church: therefore hee is 
faid to be declared, to be the ſonne of God,by the ceſur- 
reftion from the dead : who was ever ableto lools the 
ſorrowes of death, but hee which is ſtronger then death 2 
Chriſt therefore by death, deſtroyed death, and him that 
had the power of death, the divell: and for this caulc , 
Chciſt faieth ( ſpeaking of the vertue of his exalcation) co 
wit,his Bleſſing, whea to his owne hee ſaieth , every one 
that thicſteth, ſhould come vnto him, and hee would giye 
them the waters of life , this hee ſpake of the ſpicit, be- 
cauſe Chriſt was not yet glorifyed : for vntill hee was ſet 
in his Kingdome hee could not diſpence his ſpirit to his 
dilciples, as afterwards hee did : therefore when hee was 
to depart from his Diſciples, hce gave them commande- 
ment,that they ſhould not depart from Icruſalem ,till hes 
kad indued them with vertue from above, the world 
muſt be ſubdued to Chriſt, and there fore hee could nor 
diſpence that meaſure of the ſpicir, till after his aſcenſion: 
then did hee ſend the Holy ghoſt downe ypon them, and 
indued them with all vertues, neceſſary to ſpeake all lan- 

guages, & conſtantly to preach the goſpell , notwithſtan= 


ding the oppoſition of men ; ſo this was verificd like» 
wiſe 


- 


—- 


; J 
wiſcin the prophefie of Micha, concerning the ol 
focth of the ſpirit upon all fleſh: ir ſhewes the great 
aboundance of grace, that Ghriſt ſhould give his ele, 
hee being glorified , being made the head ef the Church 
and was polfeſſed with all power to give grace : ſo this 
worke of his Kingdome, is that which wee mult take 
to heart, as being the ground of our comfort, to wit, 
that the King of Saints, as hee is called in the Reyclation, 
hee is with us , hee it is that fighteth our bartells againſt 
the dragon, and the whore : his might , and power onely 
prevailes; and the ſcripture tellerh us, that if wee will 
fight, valiantly , Chriſt ſhall tread Sathan vnder our feet: 
alf our ſtrengrh , ſtands in his ſtrength; as the Apoſtle 
faicth, hee was ableto abound, and to want, and ro do 
all chings through Chciſt chat ſtrengthened him : clſe- 
where hee fateth, with what power hze labourcth to 
convert men vnto God, by power from him, which 
worketh mightily in him, where he did acknowledge, 
that al] the power he had, to doe any good in Gods 
howlſe , was even in Chriſt the ſonne of God alone: 
therefore ſaith he, it is not I, but the grace of God that 
is in mee : ſcing then that all the vertue of a Preacher, 
and ſtrenght of a Chiiſtian,and all the vertuo of Chriſts 
mediation , & (uffering , dep:nds upon Chriſts King- 
dome, and power ; how much the more ſhould we con« 
ſider this with ioy , as the Cheife ground of our conſola- 
tion , inall dangers , to vvit, that Chciſt the Lord, hath 
all poyver given him in heaven, and in carth , to givs 
etcrnall life to thoſe, that the Father hath given vnto 
him, as hce (aieth of himſelfe, the end of Gods gi- 
ving ſuch great poyyer vnto Chriſt, is that hee may bring 
his Children vnto glorie , therefore is hee called the ; 
Prince of our falyation, and he Gieth, Chriſt being to Heb.23 
bring many to glory , to conlecrate the Prince of 
their falvation : vvell then , this point being of ſuch 
high moment, it is not yyithout cauſe, that the _ in 
this 
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- this cafe , callcth this confeſſion of Chriſt , a good con- 


feſſion , which is nothing but his profeſling him(clfe co 
be King, 
And the reafon of it, may likewiſe bethis , becauſe 


*Chtiſts prophetical!, and Prieftly office , are in two ref 


pets, morecafily imbraced , then his kingly office: firſt 
in what reſpe&t they are more- manifeſted , and more 
ſcrſible , and more eafic to be ſeene of the world , then 
his Kingly power , for hee was ſcene to teach on earth, 
and hee taught with authoritic , and not as the ſcribes, 
ahd Phacifes did , and hee performed his Pricſt!y office 
in the fight of all the world , the world hcatd him 
preach ,and the world faw him die : theſe arc not things 
of much ſecrecie , as this is: to wit, this man fo baſe 
On carth : that now they ſhould ſee him Crowned with 
honour and glory : there is great difference betweene the 
glory of his meſſengers here, and the glory of the fer- 
yants,or meſſengers of carthly Kings:for the one is whol- 
ly earthly , & the other is wholly ſpirituall , and hea- 
venly, ſo that fo farre as heayendiffters from earth , fo 


+.: farte differs. Chriſts Kingdome , from the King- 


Yoms of the carth; his Kingdome ſtands not in fleſhly 
pompe , but it ſtands wholly in theffpicit , and po- 
wer of it. : 

So this brings us to the ſecond point of his confeſſion 
to wit , that his Kingdome was not of this world : the 
ewes would have made Chriſt a King , but hee refuſed, 
& as hee wasa Kivg , ſo hee was conſtant to ayouch the 
matter of his kingdome to be ſpirituall , and not carnall; 
why ſhould we thatare his miniſters , make his glorie , 
and his kingdome, a worldly kingdome : Doe we not 
hereby falſify Gods trueth ? ſecing our maſter refuſed 
e!! carnall and wordly authoritie : but onely the power 
of the ſpirit, & why ſhould we ſccke after a carnal! glory 
and pompe, when the glory of the ſonne of God,and his 
Kipgdome isnot of this world ; Certainly the leſſe we _y 

in the 
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in the'world , and the lefle we are: like to men inworldly- 
honour : the more like we are ro the ſonne of God vif 
we becloatked with grace , with Sanctification , and the 
trueth of God dwell in us plentifully, this ſhould be oar 
honour : and thus wo ſee, how we are bound to place the 
kingdome of Chriſt in this, wherein it ſtands , certaine- 
ly,all carthly power'is-fo-farre from appertaining , to the' 
kingdome of Chrift; as that thoſethat ſcekeit, walke 
not with an cven foote, inthe miniſtie , neither doch 
he the partofa faithfull Miniſter : the Apoſtle hatts a L.Cor. 4: 
ſtrange laying , and yet a true -one, if our golpell be 
hid , itis hid in them that periſh, vyhom the- God of 
this world hath blinded : for we preach not out felyes, 
bur Chriſt Jeſus the Lord : and our felyes your fer- 
yants , for Chriſts ſake ; and that the excellencie of the 
power , may be of God , andof Chriſt, that all the 
world may ce, that the power of our Mioiſtrie, isnot 
fcom our ſelves, that we ſhould force vour conſ{ciences 
to ſubmit ynto the ſonne of God : for our Miniftrie is 
wholly ſpirituall, as the Apoſtle tels us, that all the 
weapons of our warfare, are from God in heaven: they 
are notcaruall, bur mightie through God : it is God that 
makes the goſpell powerfull, and that makes the ha- 
bours of mortall men powerfull ro! ſubdue mcn'to obe- 
dience, Thus to be bricfe , the ſecond point of 
Chriſts confeſſion is to diſclame his kingdome , from 
being a worldly kingdome : therefore vye ſhould Diſ+ 
clame all worldly pompe, and not compare Chriſt, to 
any worldly pettie King , for it is wholy ſpiritual, 
as'the Lord faith to his peoples ,. to comfort them- a- 
gainſt the Egyptians : hee ſaith, che Egyptians are 
flcſh, and not ſpirit, as if hee would (ay , they are but 
fleſh , and therefore they can doe nothing , againſt 
the ſpirir. WT 
The ;. point of his confeſſion-was this, that hee came 
into the world, and was borne to this end, to brarc 
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witneſſe of the trueth : wherefore this is to raach Pa- 
Koures , to follow his footſteps, and ro know what 
is our calling: wherefore the Lord hath-{ent us into 
this world ;* which was to beare witneſle of the trueth ; 
God hath not ſent us into this world , to beare witnefle 
vgto a lye,nor to juſtific any falſhood , but ro maintaine 
the tructh vatill, death $ as Chrift avouched this to be his 
office, and hee did accordingly , ſo ſhould we that are 
Paſtours ackvo.wledge this to be our office: not ro ju- 


- Nify wens lies , but to beare witnefle and record to 


Gods trueth : ſo we ſee this affords great inſtration for 
us , to ſhew us whercin our f:licitie ſtands , eſpecially in 
witnefling him to be our King, and his Kingdome nor 
to be of this world, thus the penirent theefe did belecve, 
that hce was a King :- and that his Kingdome was nor of 
this world : therefore he beſought him, to remember 
him, when hee came in his Kingdome : and that we are 
ſent of God, to beare witnefſe ynto his truth, and for 
this we are to lay downe'our lives: itis a wofull thing 
to find falſhood in him that witnefleth the trueth : the 
Apoſtle Iohn, hath a comfortable ſaying of himſclfe, 
in the end of his goſpell, theſe things are written , that 
ye may belceve : theſe things we witneſle, and theſe 
things we know are true: O would to God, Paſtours 
Ke. ſpeake of nothing to- Gods people, bur thar 
they know to be Gods will , and not to teach mens 
fooliſh fancics , but Gods truth onely : for that will 
make us free,as Chriſt ſaicth inthe 17. of Iohn, if you a+ 
bidein wy word , the tructh ſhall make you free : fo 
that our freedome in Gods fight, proceeds from his 
tcueth , and he which teacheth falſhood , cannot kcepe 
himſclfe from bondage , doe what he can. 

The laſt point of this confeſſion, is this, who ſo ever 
is of the tructh, heares my voice , this might baye bin 


thought, a very proud word of Chriſt atthat time: for 


hes tells P ilate to his face » that he had no part in the 
pet as as re: ER | ecueth ; 
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erveth : what mcancs hee by the trueth 2 certainly the 
word ofGodwhich is the immorrall ſeed,to beget ments 
be the ſonnes of God,this is that Chriſt calls the children 
of wiſdome, ſaying, wiſdome is juſtified of her children ; 
this then is the 4. part of Chrifts confefſion , which 
he doth boldly witneſſe, even before the judge, who had 
power to take his life from him : even to tell bim to his 
face,that he had no part inthe trueth, becauſc he harke- 
ned not to his yoice : thus you ſee the ſubſtance of 
Chrifts confcfſion. 


Let us now (ce if it concernes not us, in every point, & 
that as being miviſters,to follow bis cxampic : there are 
many things that we ate to confelle : but the ſubſtance of 
it is this which Chrcift confeſſed : which, we nu ft Keepe, 
and obſerye,to the luſle of our lives & where in (tands 
the faithfullnclle of a Paſtour , according to the 
exaryple of Chiiſt? when no fare to loole our lives, will 

e us to conceale,or to deny any pattof Goucstrueth, 
but we will witneſle it freely, & faithfully, 


And if this were amonge us at this day,there woule 
not be found ſuch corrupting of his truth, inthe howſs 
of God,as there now js : there would not be ſuch vaine 
Inventions of men in the kowſe of God,as there is ; Pa- 
ſtours, durſt not deny his tructh asthey do , if they mads 
conſcience of this charge, 


To beſhort,l will ad one word more,8: fo end,that is 
from the circumſtance of the place , where he did make 
this confc{lion : and that was under Pontius Pilate,even 
when hee was arraigned and accuſed , and the ſentence 
of death, was ready to be pronounced againſt him : fo 
as there was no eſcaping for him 3 yet thefeare of 
the Iudye never terrified him , nor kept him from 
witneſling , that hee was the ſonne of God : this is 
that the Apoſtle will have us to confider : it is an 
caly matter- for a Paſtour , that hath libertic as I 
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havenow,to ſpcake ficely unta a people which have no 
power over my lifezbut when a Paſtour muſt anſwere for 
it, bcforeKings,&is in danger of his life,then to ſid to it, 
there is the trial of a Faithfnll Paſtour:a faithfall Paſtouc 
muſt do this, although it were befor Pont. Pil.,a faichfull 
Paſtour muſt do this:he wuſt not ſhrink for the tercours of 
the.fleſh: but we muſt opcniy beare witneffe to the tryeth 
of God : (o the circumſtance of the danger of the place 
where Chriſt did this , is that, wee are to lay before us, 
how many are there of us , that allthough wee hays 
' preached thetrueth of Chciſt : Yerif ir come to this, 
that either we maſt change our minds , or looſe our 
livings: how many are therethar baſely falſifie the tructh 
of God, becauſe they will not looſe the favour of the 
King,or of ſome great men, yea they will rather falfific 
the tructh of God for eyer : how many ſuch are there to 
befound in this age,that contrary to their knowledge, & 
conſcience , do beare witneſle ro falſhoode and lyes, 
only to uphould them in their livings, and in the fayour 
of men, 

Let theſe men thinke of that ſentence , the Apoſtle 
doeth ſpeake of, where he (aith;you have not reſiſted unto 
blood : where the Apoſtle accounts it'a baſe thing in a 
Chriſtian, that will deny the trueth when or before ir 
ceme unto blood. 

I ay it were a happie thing,if profefſours,nay if Pa- 
ſtours , would ſtaud unto the tructh till it come unto 
blood,that other allurements , did not draw themfrom 
the trueth : the contrary hereof, doth declare , how few 

Faithfull Paſtours God hath in his church |! and thus much 

| for thecircumſtance of the place,and of the danger that 
Chriſt was in; when he made this good confefliun , un- 
der Pontius Pilate. 

Let us make uſe of all : here we ſce,that of all what- 
ſoever is written, or ſpokcnin the goſpell , concerinng 
Chriſt the Paſtonr;that aboyc all we ſhould lay —_ 
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f.Mon of Chriſt before our eyes , for the carriage of 
Chtiſt, bcfore Pontius Pilate, is alively patterne,for all 
miniſters to follow : and it is {ct downe , not onely to let 
us ſee,the manner of our redemption , but it is likewile, 
to teach Paſtours to know their ductic . and to teach 
them , how to walkc in Gods houſe , to maintaine his 
trueth, when God ſhall call them ro ſuffer : the not con» 
lideration of this, makes many Paſtours, and Chriſtians, 
carelefle of their duety , becauſe they looke not upon 
Chriſt for their patterne. the Lord oof his mercie , give 
Paſtours grace, that they may follow him : asinall 
things ,fo in this conſtancic , of maintainirg his truth, 
Argcn. 


vec(.14. The third 

| | Sermon, 

That thon ke epe this commandenet Without ſpot unrebakab le : 
untill the appearing of our Lord feſus Chriſt. 


N this comandement & charge give by theApoſtle to 

Timothy, we have heard alrcady in what a waightie 
manner he impoſcth this ducty uponall that are Paſtours 
& reachers unto the worlds end, Itis a charge from the 
mouth of the Apoſtle, and a charge in the fight of God 
& of God conſidered in his omnipotency : in that hee 
quickneth all things and it is before Icſus Chriſt to be 
conſidered of us as,a patterne for us to follow in his wit- 
ncfling a good confeſſion before Pontius Pilate. 

Now it followeth that wee ſhould ſpeak of thoſe 
things wherewithall Paſtours ſtand charged , what the 
matter is which is of this high moment which the Apo- 
Rle doth Jay with ſuch authotitye upon all Paſtours & F 
ceachers,&this is layd downe in this verſc in theſe words, 
that thou Keepe this commandemet without ſpott unte= 
bukeable till the appearing of ourLord IclusChriſt, this 


is the matter,the Keeping of this commandement, and 
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the keeping of it without ſpott ancekukcable , and 
continuing this till Chriſt appeare againe. 

Now to encourage all paſtors and teachers in the 
performance of this duetye which muſt laſt:il Chriſtes 
appearing againe , he (etts us downe the allurance of his 
comming againe in the next vecſe, ro keepe us that we 
doe not faint under the difficulties that we ſhall find in 
Keeping this commandement : untill Chc:ſts ſecond 
coming, which in his due time he will accompliſh , God 
hath celeryed this time in his owne hands , and in his 
owns time hee will ſhzwit : Now that we may bs 
aſlared that God will pecforme this, he ſerts dowae a 
glorious d:fcription of this God, that wee may (ee in 
God wonderfull and undoubted reaſons that God will 
. in his time ſhewe the Lord Telus againe, This de- 
ſcription of God is one of the moſt magnificent de- 
ſcriptions that is ſett downe of Godin all the (cripture s, 
ro let us ſes what need wee have to take to heart this 
precept. 
Firſt he ſetts downe God that he is the moſt bleſſed 
one, which in his time will ſh:w that hee is the bleſled. 

Secondly that he is the onely potentate, and this he 
illuſtcaccth by more particular demonſtcations,in this that 
he 1s the King of Kings,and Lord of Lords , his bleſled- 
nel: is further expounded in theſe particulars, 1. that 
hc hath onely immortality, z. that hee is inacceſſible 
dwelling in that light which no man hath ſcene nor can 
ſce. This deſcription he concludes with aſccibing ro 
God two things, honour, and power everlaſting, thus wee 
{:c how the Apoſtle in moſt divine manner & high ſtile, 
doth (till propound this charge to all thoſe that are mi- 
niſters of his word, that all the world may (ce the neceſ- 
lity that Iycth upon Paſtours & teachers to doe thelc 
ductye,ſeing they are ſo ſtraytlye charged befere this God 
of migk:t, majeſtic,and bleſſcdnes, ro whom bclonges all 
powerandglorye , fo that wee muſt notdallye in this 
poinc 


— — _ 


point of keeping this commandement here charged upon 
us,therefore it ſtands us upon under no lefſe payne then 
the wrath of God, to keeps this charge againſt all the 
world that ſhall oppole it, 

' Now letus come to the words in particular,the firſt 
thing that all Paſtours are Charged with all, is the kee- 
ping of theſe commandents; and that is not onely char=- 
ged upon them, but the keeping ir without ſpot , and un- 
rebukeable, the time how long they muſt keepe it , is ſee 
downe,till the appearing of the Lord Ieſus; & we haye 
3. things iz this'precept, which the Apoſtle lays upon 
all Miniſters,to be conſidered by us. Firſt wee muſt con» 
ſider what is the matter we muſt keepe without ſpot, 
_ , and thatuntill theappearivg againe of 

it, 

The matter is , this commandement : What means the 
Apoſtle by this commandement 2 by this , he means all 
the dutyes that he hath in this Epiſtle charged upon all 
Paſtours and Teachers, this he calls a commandemeat, to 
letus (ce and underſtand , that the office of Paſtours (o 
deſcribed as we have heard , is this ſtraite commandes .. 
ment of the liveing God, and it is the Law of God him- 
ſelfe that is laid upon us to keepe, 

Now he calls it a commandement,that we might un- 
derſtand what is the thing that we muſt obcy and praQiſe 
and it is a great incouragement for us to doe this, ſince 
it is the charge of the liveing God , and the precepts 
which Paſtours muſt lay to heart, that theſe are the things 
which God hath commanded. Therefore thoſe which 
make no conſcience to tranſgreſſe this charge, but they 
will wake all the order of Gods howſe to be indifferent, 
and will make all the precepts of this Epiſtle to be alte- 
rable and changeable, as ſome curſed divines have wcit- 
ten to prove that this commandement of God may be 
changed , whereas we ſee, the Apoſtle doth charge us 
ia :he light of God and of Chiiſt, to Keepe this comman= 
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, T8 of God without ſpot , and that till Chiiſt come. 
Againe is then this a changeable command<ment 2 can 
any power of fleſh or bloudalter or change this, when we 
arc charged under painc of damnaiicn to Keepe this as 
inviolable, and unchangeable an ordinance ? 1 fay the 
curſe of God muſt light upon him that takes upon him, 
ro alter any of theſe ordinances, ſting in ſo ſtreit a maner 
we are charged and commanded to hould them. 

Well then,thele things are commandements. I maike 
this for another end, and not onely to ſhew that theſe 
things are notindifftiet things for men ro doe,or to leave 
undone; but this doth likewiſe let us ce, that thzſe arc 
of the natnre of ſuch things which are abſolutely neccf- 
fary , and therefore are not onely councclls as the Papiſts 
ſpcake,when they make diſtinions betwixt precepts and 
councels , and they make theſe things not neceſſary, but 
voluntary, | 

And in nothing under theTunne hath the Church of 
Rome gone more againſt Gods ordinances,and comman- 
dements then in this , yca they have wholy troden this 


precept under their ferte , which here the Apoſt'e com», 


mands them to keepe lo (traitly, that ncicher the funCtion 
it {clf may be aboliſhed , nor any particulars of them way 
be neglected of any Biſhop , nor the duty he ſhould per- 
forme in. preaching or in Governing , but long {inco 
all is changed among them , and a new faſhion is 
Et up in the ordring of Gods houle , which God neyer 
commanded. 
'Wee have the more need to looke unto our (elfs in this, 
Teeing there is no precept ofGod which hath beene more 
' adulteratcd and violatcd then this precept of theApoſtle, 
yea'not onely in popery is this ſo , but this violation of it 
remaines in the reformed Churches themſelvs , our duty 
is therefore in this reſpe& to looke to our (elys, and {ce 
how ſhort we come of performing this commandement, 
and how weſhall anſwer in the day of Iudgment for our 
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Next, obſerve upon whom this charge is laid , it is 
laid, upon Timothy,andin his perſon upon all Paſtours, 
by which we way lee who are cheifely to keepethis or- 
der in Gods houſe, whicharethe Paſtours inGods houſe, 
moſt and Cheifely here charged on us, it is not on the 
Magiſtrate ſo much laid to kecpe,ar it is charged on us, 6c 
judgmet ſhall light upon us if wee keep not this charge, 
we are they that are commanded ofGod to looketo this, 
the ordering of Gods houſe is not ſo much committed 
to any ast0 us, therefore we muſt looke to itz; Lox 
the world rage. as they will: againſt paſtours, yet they 
way not negle@ to keepe this, | 


If the Apoſtle had not knowne that this was a 
difficult thing to praQice , , and that there would be 
mighty oppoſition againft ir, he would not bave laid the 
neceflity of. docing it , with ſuch waighty charge as hee 
hath done, but he knew that the world would not endure 
ro worſhip God asthey are herecommanded , there- 
fore hee had great care to back this commandment 
with the waightyer authority. of the liveing God,now 
welce who it is that is cheifely charged for'tho or- 
dering of Gods houſe , namely his miniſters. Ir 
isa wofull thing , and the Lord in mercy forgive 
this iniquity , for now every mann wil hayea law 
for Paſtours and Teachers , hee muſt nor preach bur as 
they will;neither muſt be adminiſter the (ſacraments, bur 
as they pleaſe , whereas the Lord of Lords hath 
commanded to keeps his ordinaunces pure, and there» 
fore it is a great arrogancy , againſt God and his or- 
dinaunces > for mento lay any Jaw upon Gods mini- 
ſters, how they ſhould order Gods houſe , nay happy 
were the church of God, if Paſtours were not thus led 
away, that thoſe which are sppoynted over tho church 
of God to direct it, that they them(ſclys are led away by 


others, by which means religion is come to ruins, let thera 
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which uſurpe this authority , take example by Ahaz & 
Vzziah/theKing , who for aſurping the Prieſts office and 
preſuming to offer incenſe, was ſtrucken with Leproſy, 
& fo remained all his dayes , the other for preſuming to 
make a more coftly altar. 
_., . By:this we way ſce how dangerous it is to meddle 
with the holy things of Gad without a calling, which is 
ſctapart for thoſe God hath ordained for that cad, we 
arc (aid in the ſcriptures to be thoſe that are fet over you 
to rule you, and admoniſh and inſtruct you , and you are 
commanded to obey us ;. why. is this ? but to ſhew you 
that we are the men which God hath given the authority 
and power unto, to oider the affayres of his houſe in his 
worſhip, 
To come more particularly to ſpeake of this keeping 
:of ir, Keeping is ous duty ; wherefore then doth the 
'Apoſite.uſe theſe words, that thou keepe this commane 
detnent ? he knew Satan would Reale itaway if he could 
pervert the Paſtwurs by che glittering ſhews of honours, 
and carthly preferment, and fo Satan by men of corrupt 
mindes hath uſurped this holy order; againſt this, allGods 
Servants muſt ſtand couragiouſly , and Paſtours mult 
Kkeepe it , andhould ic faſt. A Paſtour cannot be more 
unfaithfull in any thing then in this, to ſuffer the power 
that God hath putinto his hands to be taken from him, 
in this he is as unfaithfull tro God as he can be in any 
thing, the Preifts of ould: were not aſhamed to oppoſe 
themſclyes to Kings , telling them plainely to their faces, 
that it belonged not to them but unto the Prieſts to doe 
this and that ; ſoit becometh Miniſters well,to ſay to any 
Magiſtrate under heaven , that the ordering of Gods 
houſe, the affaites belonging to his true worſhip is not in 
them to preſcribe any other manner then theLord lefus / 
Chriſt hath by his Apoſtles preſcribed ; It is the Magi- 
ſtrates duty to order the common wealth,and the affayres 


of policy , byt for Magiſtrates to take this ody 
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from Minifters which Chrift hath given them, and fo to 
betray the Church of God , and deprive them of their 
lawfull power which Chriſt hath commined into tkeic 
hands) is an high diſhonour to God , and a vyolating of 
this grand charge which the Apoſtle hath fo ſtraitly 
commanded. ' 


| Thag this ſuperſtitious Churck of Rome and the Ido- 
latrous tricks in theſe points of their Religion, there is 
more duty obſcrved, then among Chriſtians , for among 
them none of their Magiſtrates meddle with the Mini- 
ſters Authority, but in humility they ſubmit co the order 
of their hawes to them which are their reathers , w kereas 
none are ſo undutifull untoGod , as Chriſtians are in the 
reformed Church,for there the Magiſtrate uſur pes the 
place of Paſtours, and this is the cauſe why that a- 
mongſt the Magjſtrats that are at this day, that Ged 
treads them,and their authority under foote, and gives 
them over unto {o many Iudgments, all becauſe neither 
God nor his ſervants can have that reſpe&t or honour 
among Chriſtians , as the ſeryants of Satan haye among(t 
Infidcls, 

Lerus matke ir then , we are commanded to keepe 
this precept , and not to ſuffer it ro be taken from his 
Church, This keeping hath many parts. 

Many ment hinke it well kept if they keepe it where 
it is written , and this they both ſhould and ought to- 
doe, that is,they muſt (ce that the Word of God petiſh 
not, but thatit may remaine as a perpetuall lawe to bin- 
de the conſcience of the ſaints unto the worlds end : 
but this is not enoug bonelytokeep it in printin a _ 
but we muſt have it in poſſeſs , as Tohn is commautt- 
ded in the Revelation , Lakes alittle booke given him, 
he is commaunded to eateit , they muſt lay it up within 
them ir their hearts, ſo that the teachers of Gods Word 
ſhould be well inſtructed in thoſe doftrines which God 
hath charged him withal], to keepe till 'the end of the 
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weld; This is that which Chriſt requires himſelf of 
every Chriſtian , that they Keep his word , itis not 
enough to lay rhe Bivle beſides thee in the houſe that wil 
ſerve the turn , but he will have thee to read init, and to 
mcditatcin itday and night,and to keep it in thy minde, 
as the Apoſtles of Chiſt are ſaid , to /ay up Chriſfts 
words in their hearts , and God opened the heart of Lydia 
that ſhe gave heed to the things , that Paul ſpake. This 
is the Keeping of his commaundements , whenas they 
doe not onely keep them in writings , but in their hearts, 
and have kaowledge to doe them , and he commands us 
by kceping them to practiſe them , fo all Paſtours are 
bound to practiſe them contynually , aud to performe 
whatſoever ' precepts concerne their duty which the 
Apoſtle hath ſet downin this epiſtle , if they look than 
God ſhall approvcof them in the day of their great ac- 
compr. 

. And not this onely is to be meant by tho Apoſtle, 
bur more alſo, that we muſt not ſuffer this commaunde- 
ment to bechanged or altered , or to periſh or decay, 
bur we muſt hovid it in perpetual uſe in the hoplſe of 
God,and if it be fallen, Paſtours muſt cayſe it up, if it be 
corrupted , Paſtours muſt reform it,if it be chaunged, 
Paſtours mnſt bring it to the anncient inftitution,as Paul 
did in Corinth , where hee found the celebration of the 
Lords ſupper corrupted amongſt them , heereduced ir 
ro the fiſt inſtitution by Chriſt , to reform them to the 
right praftiſe of that duty which they had corrupted : fo 
I:kewiſe in manie other chuiches where the truth of 
do&ine concerning juſtification was corrupred , the 


Apofil: in his epiſtle to the Romans , to the Epheſians, . 
Coloflians , Philippians ,- Gallatians , reforming - 


the milcrable abuſes wherwith Gods worſhip was pro- 
fancd, in which he reformed the errors, as doth appear 
in thcle epiſtles,to inforce their wicked harts to bow to 
God: oreginaunces,for , the preiſts lips ſhal preſerye _ 
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ledge,end they ſhal ack the law at his month; But alas now 
adaycs minilters muſt tzke the lawe from other mens 
mouths , and they muſt doe nothing but as other wen 
dirc& them , wheras it is his part ro inſtruct all by 
the law of God , as wee have ſhewed what a ſtrait 
charge God hath layd on his meſſengers which they 
ruſt not be ignorant of, hee muſt Keep this commande- 
ment that it be not altered nor corrupted , I tell you that 
theſe alterations will bringe the fierce wrath of God 
on us , we protcit before Ged we delice to walk in 
the tructhof God , and wee have ihewed the 
tcuth , and if ye will not ſuffer yourſelvs to obey this 
trath wee have taught you , your bloud be upon your 
own heads, for unto alterations wee will never conlcnt, 
and if God afbiſt us, while we breath , 1 will yeald to 
doc no otherwiſe tken is here commanded, the rmini- 
ſters they muſt Keep this , and preſerve this , and 
not ſuffer it ro be altered or changed for anie mans 
pleaſure in the world ', the keeping of this is the 
maine part of the Paſtours office, as he will avoyd the 
wrath of God and of Chriſt at his appeating. 

Now let.us conſider the rnanner how they muſt 
be Kept $ and here wee may take notice of a nyoiker 
miſery in our time , which is, preaching is Kept, the Sa- 
cramentsare kept , & the winiſtery is Kept , but whether 
theſc be kept without ſpot or rebuke judge yes fiult con - 
ſider the meaning of the words , there be manic which 
doe putt no difference between thele two words ; but 
onely this, thatthe fir word ſpot ſignifies a eller flip in 
the duty of the miviſtery, and the ſecond word wnrebu- 
kable ſignifies greater cfftencesinthe duty of the winuiſte. 
ry , ſome reaſon theres for this diſtintion, for there are 
ſome things as {patts, which are not woithy to be repro- 
ved, butthat which is worthy reproofe is a palpable 
ſinne : bur the true difſtir tion of theſe words is this, 
according tothe new Teſtamentgthere isa twotold thing 
to bo 
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to be ob{crved by Paſtours inthe worke' of the mini- 
ſkery , the fiſt is without ſpott which argues his inward 
ſincerity in his jadgment,minde and underſtanding; and 
wnrebnkeable is in reſpect of his outward praRiſe before 
the world,and theſerwo words we may either referc to 
the perſon that is commanded theſe dutyes , or to the 
commandement itſelf, which they ſtand bound to keepe, 
either tothe commandement, chat hee keep it without 
ſpot , or thathe keep himſelf without reproofe, both 
theſe ſtand with the truth of theScriptures,clſewhere we 
muſt keep the praQtiſe of this comandement without 
ſpott or rebuke,and we muſt Keep our ſelys without re- 
buke,that the word of God be not cvill ſpoke of by our 
iniquityes , and that we ſuffer nothing to be added or 
taken away from the bleſſed oxrdinaunces of God , for 
eycry addition of mau to Gods ordinaunce is a blotr, 
every device of manis a flcſhly {potr,it pollutes and de- 
files the things thatare holy , and the teaching of them 
by profane paſtours doth pollute the holy commande- 
ment of God , yeato ſufter them to be diſpenced pro- 
fancly in a profane manner, or in an unlawfull forme, 
contrary to the patrern which the Apoſtles haye fert be= 
fore us is miſerable profaneſle. 

Beſides as men ſhould keep the word and ordi- 
naunces of God pure and unpolluted in the fight of God: 
ſo he muſt keep this charge b:m(clf in his own perſon in 
an unſpoited manner, and certainy this is principally to 
be referred to the perſons , for a mancannot ſpot him- 
ſc|f, but he muſt defile the worke hee hath in hand, if hee 
delerve rebuke himſclf, then hee brings rebnke therby 
upon his office; Itis a miniſters going ont of the waye, 
and yealding to mens traditions, which brings pollutions 
upon'Godsordinaunces ; If miniſters would ſtand faſt, 
and not diſpence otherwiſe then they are commaunded, 
itis moſte ccrtaine Gods worſhip ſhould neycr be fo 


polluted , there neyer came pollution into Gods houſe, 
but 
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bur it came in by thoſe that had the charge of Gods 
houſe,all the blotting of Gods ordinaunces came in by 
thoſe thathad the power to diſpence them. 
®* Bur marke, in themewothings are to be looked unto, 
ficſt they myſt be without ſpot , ſecondly they muſt be 
without rebuke,to be without ſport, take n(as before)ta 
be meant,of an undefiled conſcienco , judgment & affe« 
ions, by yealding unto anie devices of men,ſo that if he 
ſuffec his judgment to be defiled , or his affetions to be 
polluted , or ſuffer anie evil} thing to take place be- 
lides or contrary to this commandement , hee iss 
polluted per(6 before God,therefore he muſt keep hime 
ſelf unpollured, 8 then his praiſe will be unpolluted, 
for itistrueas Chtiſt tells us m the Goſpell, that ont of 
the abundaunce of the heart the mewth ſpeaketh,8 fo the had 
praQtiſerh ; out of an evill heart coms evill practiſes , 
ſo that if a Paſtour his heart be kept pure & ſpotleſle, 
he will embrace nothing but the nd of God, hee will 
ſuffer nothing ro defile Gods ordinaunces, but he will bo 
ſure co keep them pure &uppolluted:wheras on the con- 
traty if the hearts of ſciſmaticks & heretiques were ſeen, 
& the hearts of all that corrupt Gods trueth,, if wee had 
ſpirituall eies we might diſcern the corrupters of the 
trueth of God , there is no ſound cleaneſle in them 
who maintcine idle toyes,and ſett them down in place of 
ſolid ſubſtanciall truths of Gods worſhip, in ſuch mens 
hearts is'nothing bur a ſtinking idoll of corruption. 

Secondly as a Paſtour muſt not onely Keeps 
himſelf pure within, ſo muſt he not fuffer his affections 
to he taynted without, but that hee Keepe them pure in 
his own integrity , ſo thathe kcepe himſelf unrebukable, 
and this will follow on the former , for ſo long as here- 
wains without ſpott,ſo long the world cannot finde fault 
with his praQtiſe , they may bark at his praiſe, they may 
backbite him, and by of hica as they did of Chriſt, that 
hee had adiyell , but in truth to lay ought to his 

F charge 


63. _ * . 
charge they cannot , for it is moſt certayne thata 
=_ practiſe lowes from a pure hearte, that there can 
eno juſt cauſe of reproach againſt him which keeps 
himſclf within the compaſle of Gods truth , we know 
how againſt Chciſt they, hired witneſſes ro get matcer to 
charge him with , when in truth chey could findo 
nothing againſt him , yea the ſame Scribes and Phariſcs 
when they ſent for the Apoſtles, and cauſed them to be 
ſcourged , yct they could finde nothing to lay to their 
charg ,to puniſh them, becauſe they did keep them- 
ſclvs pure,and kept this commaundement withour ſpott, 
ſo they were puniſhed not for anie vice,aay they them- 
ſclys were conſtrayned to confeſle,that they had nothing 
to taxe them with , aud that they had nothing to accuſc 
Chriſt, yer they ſaid, if we ſuffer this manto live the whole 
World Will follow after him; So atthis day there be manke 
that puniſh Gods leryats, not for anie fault they can finde 
in their miniſtryc, but becauſe their owne authority &po= 
licy would be taken from them,if they ſuffer Gods truth 
to be ſpoken plainly. To goe forward, we (ce miniſters 
muſt doe nothing which ay give juſt occaſion to the 
world, to blame them, becauſc he is charged before God 
that hee keep this commaundement without ſpott. Bur 
why doth the Apoſtle this? ſince (as I have faid) hee muſt 
walke,more holy then Chrift if ic were poſkible,that they 
ſhould not be evill ſpoken of , and Chriſt tells his A- 
poſtles that all ſhall ſpeakg evill of them for his ſake , avd 
this Paſtours muſt expect to finds of men ,- not for that 
hee handles the Word of God deceitfully , but be- 
Cauſe bee teacheth the truth in fincerity in the evidence of 
the ſpiric co the, eonſciences of all men in the fight 
of God , asthe Apoſtle ayoucheth concerning him- 
felf , that hee had preached the truth in the evidence, 
of thetruth , and in the ſpicit of God, to their con- 
Kciences , fo that if their oh ron were examined be- 
ro9 Godabep tn aocber Buntes tb Hhhtells chare- 
ore 
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fore the Apoſtle ſaith,if the Gofpell behid , it is hid 
ro them that are loſt, and ſhall periſh, ſo that the wicked 
themſelvs,as Peter tells us,ſhalbe compelled rguſtify; 
them in the dai of their viſication, they that rgyleapon 
them now,ſhalbe forced to juſtify them , the@Erhen bee 
the two things which the Spirit of God will baye Pa- 
ſtours to looke unto , that they keep this commaunde- 
ment, without {pot or rebuke. Out of this wee may ſec 
and diſcern, what the cſtate of Gods church is this day, 
there is no chucch under the ſunne butis guilty of ons 
of chele two milcrics,the one is this , that Paſtours can« 
not be ſuffered ro perform this , or elſe that Paſtours 
have ſuffered themſelys to be corrupted to doe the con- 
trarie, either their hands are ſhortened that they haye no 
liberty,tharthough they would neycr ſo faine praciſo 
Gods commaundements, yet they cannot get liberty to 
doc it,or if they have liberty ro doe ckig » yet noe 
all chings: he may dee a part, yet not the yhole truth of 
God , this is one of the miſeries which lyes upon the 
Church of God this daye z I will not enter into judg- 
ment whether the faultc be in tho Paſtours,or in the peo+ 
plc » butthis{am ſuce, if there were more courage in 

aftours for Gods truth then there is, it were well, weo 
will leave them co anſwer for themſelvs, which ace guile 
tyc of it, 
The ſccond impiety is this , that Paſtours forthe 
pleaſure of men haye corrupted the ordinaunces of God 
manic waies, even in the reformed churches, which they 
have taken f16 the church of Rome, ſec what corruptis 
now there isin Gods houſe in manie places , ſec if ſuch 
be choſen for Biſhops as the Apoſtle hath here deſcribed 
in this epiſtle, come to the adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments,and then unto the preachers of the word,is anis 
thing more corrupted than they are? is anie thing left 
of publique prayers and preaching or of adminiſtration 


of the Sacraments according to Gods appointment ? 1s 
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that order of government praiſed amoyg them as the 
Apoſtle hath here layd down for the churches praCtie ? 
Lee them looke to this epiſtle, and judge themſclves ac- 
cording to the rules here fett down,and doe not lay be- 
cauſe it is like the beſt church, therfore it is the beſt 
church; Nogif t be not according to this commaunde - 
' ment itis accarſed , I nerd not {peake of this , for it 
is roo palpable and abhominable. In manie churches 
there is all corrupted , they will haye mens inventions, 
they are not content with Gods ordinaunces , but they 
will have them to be mingled with human inventions, 
or with the deviſes of that curſed church of Rome; this 
is no ſmall cauſe of Gods anger , and of his fierce wrath, 
to ſee this charge thus to be troden under foot by Pa- 
ftours, who bayefo little ſtudied this portion of (ctip- 
ture : they Jkeamall things which others ſhoud pra- 
Ele , and learn nothing which/themſclvs ſhould pia- 
ile and leatne, % 
We all know this, that a phiſitian that ſtudics n- 
turall phifick for the good of mens bodies , that it is 
a dangerous thing if he ſhall proffer anic phifick ro the 
patient , except thoſe things that are of uſe , and with 
ſach mixtures which are profitable for the ſick > be- 
cauſca liitle thing amiſſe may kill the patient : and 
doe we thinke that there is ſuch dangerin naturall bclps 
for-the preſerving of our naturall life , and is there not 
much more daunger in corrupting of the ſpirituall me- 
dicine, whick ſhould kwep us'in the life of God that it be= 
Bot extinguiſhed ? what a wofull change is ir ro-coriupt 
the wordand Sacraments,ſo-that there is nothing but tho 
very poyloning of the word and Sacraments,it is nothing 
clſe bur poyfening the ordinaunces of God. The Apoſtic 
lerts us fee this plainly , that the force of ſaving grace is 
taken from Gods ordinaunces whe they are done-other= 
. WiſethE he c6manded. In the 1 Cor: 1. The Apoſtle ſhew- 
eth the reaſon why he will pot preach the Goſpel] in the 
2 | imtiſings 
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intiſcinge words of mans wifdom,leſt (faith he ) I ſhould 
make the crofle of Chiift of none effet ; & is it not a 
ftrange thing that the preaching of the word in the in- 
tiſeing words of mans wildom or eloquence ſhould take 
away the force of Chriſt cruifyed from ſaving of our 
ſoules ? and yet the Apoſtle faith it doth (o. 

In the 1. Corinths 11. 20. When ye come together 
therefore into one place this i3 not to eat the Lords body, or 
Lords ſupper , the abuſe in eating the Lords fupper made 
that it could not ſerve as Gdds ordinance to comfort the 
conſcience , thus we may ſee the ſaving force of Gods 
ordinaunces are taken away,when they arc polluted by 
human authority and yain inyentions. 

To goe further you ſec how purely and without ſpot 
God will have his ordinaunces to be Kept, he will not 
have men to deale with them, but that they muſt be Kepr 
intirc and pure, - but how longe muſt they be {o kept ? 
yntill the appraring of our Lerd leſs. Chrift , what an im- 
portant charge may this ſecme to bee unto Timothy ? 
This lets us tee rwo things in the duty that God hath 
charged on all Paſtours , firſt that in this charge all Mini- 
ſtersare charged with it , and that this is not acommaun- 
dementto Timothy onely-in his time. , bur for all: that 
ſhall follow in the miniſtery-unto the cad of the world, 
til] Chriſte 5ppeare again. 

Secondly let us {ee another thing , namely , how this 
muſt be done, every Miniſter muſt Keepe it pure, and 
pure he muſt deliver it- into the hands of them which 
ſhall ſucceed him, that is , he muſt keep ir fincere , as the 
Apoſtle tells Timothy in his ſccoud Epiſtle , deliver that 
thou haft received unto faithfrll man , that they may deliver 
it to others , there muſt be a delivering of :t from hand 
to hand as the Apoſile taught Timothy , {o ſhould he 
teach other Miniſters, that they ſhould (0 preach and ad- 


miniſter the [acramonts , as they might be eximplzs unto 
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them that ſhould come after them to doe the like, and 
this Timothy is (aid to doe this, till Chriſts appearing 
when he doth it all his owne time. 

Oh whata fcarfull thing is it when Paſtours are not 
carefull to leave the ordinaunces of God and of Chriſt, 
and the purity of them co thoſe that follow after them, 
they know not what they muſt anſwere , for who are 
examples of the contrary , oh: with trembling remember 
the hiſtory of Ieruboam the King of Ifracll , who was the 
fiſt that cauſed rhe Lewes to ſeparate from the Temple 
of Salomon, and he is branded with this notc , leroboars 
thatmade 1ſraell to ſinne,he was the firſt occaſion of it, and 
he is charged above all, for corrupting the Worſhip of 
God : The like we read before of Gideon Iudges 3. who 
thinking to adorn an ornament God had commaunded 
his Preiſts ro weare , but it was abhomination unto the 
Lord,and it was the utter deſtructi6 of him and his houſe, 
for which the Lord recordeth all Ifracll went a who- 
ring after ir, | | 

If thoſe men were ſo noted that have cauſcd the 
Church to erre from Gods law , and not imbrace his or- 
der he hath ſer down, but in the place of it to receive idlo 
ceremonies , certainly they ſhall know , that God takes 
this to remembrance and more to his heart then rhey doe 
dream of, yeathey ſhall ſee that of all men they are lya- 
ble to the greateſt judgment in the ſight of God, theic 
own devices ſhall aggravate their judgment for corrup- 
ting the Church of God, therefore Faithfull Paſtours 
mult haye a double care in thcic own perſons and of 
others committed to their charge , that they Keep it 
without ſpott , and that they deliver it to others with- 
out {pott. 

Apain we doe here fee that theſe ordinaunces are not 
ro be changed ſo long as the worlde endures, the A- 
poſtle to the Hebrews comparing the law with the Gol- 


p<ll, and the diſpen(acion of the Goſpell to the diſpenſa- 
tion 
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tioh under the law , he calls them both Kingdoms , be- 
cauſe they were in his church where his Kingdom is 3 
new faith theApoſtle this word once more ſignifyeth the re- 
wooving of thoſe things that are ſhaken , as of things that ave 
made , that thoſe things that cannot be ſhaken may remain, 
-where the Apoſtle ſheivs thar the diſpentation under the 
law 'was pot to continue; bur ( faith he ) we receiving & 
Kingdom Which cannott be moved , let us have grace wher- 
by Wwe may ſerve God acceptablie'With reverence and godly 
feare , ſo that thele 01dinaunces of his Kingdom under 
the Gofpell they cannot beſhakey,except thou wilt ſhake 
thyſclf out of Gods Kingdom ; This Kingdom muſt re- 
main conſtant till the end of the world, fo thatir is a 
fearfull matter when men keep not this in their time , 
ſince jt muſt not be chaunged till the worlds cnd, yer 
there is (carce anie degree of mcn-in the miniſtery that 
doth nor pervert this, | 

| Whata feacfull and daungerous wartter is it to us , that 
we cannot keep it for ſo ſhort a time? and if the King- 
dom of God had ſtood add his ordinaunces accordinge = 
to his t:uth ,; here preſcribed , ' there had never bern * 
another miniſtery nor an other government, or other 
doctrine thentbis here commaunded , if Gods will were 
obſcrycd,and Paſtours had been faithfullthey would ne- 
ver have corrupted Gods ordinaunces and worſhip as 
they have done , This Epiſtle is the one)]y form that God 


allows, and by which nuniſters ſhalbe examined, for mn 


necde ao0t to doubt how the Chuich may be reformed 
and ſet in right order, if the fear of God did poſſelle 
their hearts to looke unto this Epiſtle, but when this 
is not looked unto , nor regarded , but what will 
pleaſe men , and what is the cuſtom of thefe times, 
this makes that Gods. houle ispeſtered wth vanityes , 
and ſtill remains defiled , and if Paſtours woald ben 
cheir ſtudies to learn this Epiſtle, it would ſhew them 
their folly , and therefore all which !12bo:r to avoyd 
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Gods fierce wrath in this age ,. and loye the falyation 


of their ſouls in obeying God accotding to his ordi- 
naunces , let them read and underſtand this Epiſtle , for 
this will tcach them the truth of God, how his Church 
ſhould be ordered and governed. | oat 

One leſſon more I will ad , and withall will make an 
end, T his commaundement you ſee is to be kepr till the 
worlds cnd, let us gather this leſſon; from it. . Hath God 
charged his Church to, doe this, and will he not haye 
-his Church ra practiſe jt? ler the devill. and Antichriſt 
age as they will,and rage.againſt his ſervants, yet the Lord 
-will keep them;, and this commaundemenr ſhalbe kepr 
till Chriſts coming again in deſpight of thera, though nor 
in the woſt part of the world, yet in ſome obſcure places 
he will haye his own witneſles to ſtand for him, to con- 
vince the world of error,:; the reaſon of it is this, God 
gives pO commaundement to his church. that he- will 
haye kept to the worlds end , butit muſt ſtand as lopy as 
the time that he hath appointed it., ſo that all the power 
of darknes ſhall not rooteit outof the world , although 
they may baniſh it: in mavic coantries , but out of S 
world they ſhall never baniſhit, bur there ſhalbe one or 
other that ſhall ſtand for the truth, | 

This we may ſee hath been accompliſhed,as we finde in 
hiſtoryes , althoughmanie of their reftimonics are ſup= 
prefſed, yet in gll ages God bath had ſundry who-haye 
mainteyned the truth , ſo that ;there 'ſhalbe a Church of 
God .ih which the purity of his worſhip: ſhalbe main- 
reyned,(0 longe as the world ſhall remaine. Iris teſtifyed 
thatNoe c6demned the world,{o theteſtimonie ofChriſts 
witnelles ſhalbe condemnatis to the world,to this end the 
Apoſtle ſaith,if ewrGoſpell be hidit is hid in them that are left, 
in Whom the God of this world hath blinded their mindes; S0 
God and Chriſt will and ſhalbe worſhipped,although ob- 
ſcurely, although not at Iecuſalem nor amovg the ſcribes 
and phariſes, yet in the wildernes there ſhalbe a [ohn 
TMEI Bapriſt; 
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Baptiſt; or in ſome corner of the earth or other God 
will have his faitfull witneſſes, for this commaunde- 
ment ſhall rake place as long as God doth reigne , al- 
though the tyrants of the earth obſcureit , this is moſt 
ſure, that his Goſpell is an everlaſting Goſpell , and God 
willkeep it in ſome corner of the carth till the end of the 
world,therefore raiſe up your hearts with joy , although 
it be put downe in this or that place, yet it ſhalbe rayled 
again in an other quarter of the world , it came from the 
Eaſt co us,and we had it along time, and now it is going 
from us, and God hath appoynted another place to re- 
cciveir , never ihall God want a place to keep his ordi- 
Naunces , lct the world doe what they can to hiaderir , 
it is vaine for men to (ceke to ſuppreſſe that which God 
will haye kept. 


I. Tim. 6. 15, 


Which in his times he ſhall ſnewe who is the bleſied , & 
onely Potentate,the King of Kings , and 
Lord of Lords. 


His ſpoken of this deſcription of God in gene- 
rall., now ( conſidering the order of the words ) we 
will come and ſpeake of them in particular. Firſt let us 
ſpeake of rhem in particular , and firſt of Gods power, 
& of his bleſſednes, for the proof of this,is ſert down 
the contrarye order , he named bleſſed firſt, but he ſerts 
downe power laſt, his power is this , becauſe he is the 
onely Potentate,that is , heis the Lord of al powers and 
principalicyes, the argument is this , he thatis the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, he muſt needs be the onely 
potentate in heaven and carth,anaſo it is that God is the 
head of all principallityes and powers , therefore he mult 
needs beethe onely Porenrate, Ir is ſtrange that this ar- 
gument ſhould hold, ſince it is graunted that thers aro 
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manie Kings and Lords beſides God , how then can this 
prove God to be the onely Potentare , there being other 
Kings and Lords beſides him ? 

It would feeme by this property here aſcribed unto 
God,that it would confirmethe falſe fancycs of the Ana- 
bapriſts , who hold , that now under the Goſpell there 
ſhonld be no Magiſtrate but God onely , becauſe in the 
New Teſtament he is called the onely Potentate , and 
this is one of their grownds wherupon they build their 
opinion : | but the argument of the Apoſtic doth manifcit 
the contrary , ſo the argument is ſet down by the Apoſile 
in great wiſdome , for this argumente doth not take 
away all Magiſtrates in the world , but onely makes 
God to be over them all , rob: the King of Kings , and 
Lord of Lords, now if there were no more Kings nor 
Lords but God alone, how could he then be the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords ? Sothat the very words of 
the Apoſtles argument doe confute this vanity , and lets 
us ſce that the authority which he claymes to God, doth 
not take away mans anthority over their fubje&s, but lets 
that remain ſtill , notwithſtanding that God is King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords. | Bp 
* Butco underſtand aright whatis the Apoſtles meaning 
in 6 is of great force, for God is ſaid tobe 
King of Kings in divers refpe&ts , firſt becauſe there ts 
nota King or Lord but by him it is , and by bim Kings 

ipnc, it is he onely that rayſcth- ro authority , and none 
Hut he , ſo for this reaſon God is ſaidto be the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, becauſethey have not their au- 
thority but from:God,and this is that for which 'Nabu- 
chadnezar that great king of Babell did ſuffer ſucha great 
judgmente from God, as to be caſt outfrom amongſt 
wen, and to live among 'beafts for rhe ſpace of ſeven 
pears, that he might het the moſt high had rule over the 
Kingdoms of men , as Daniel tells him in plain termes, be- 
caulc he in the pride of his heart did think he had 1ayſed 


him- 


—— — — — —— — — _=_ 


5t 

himſelf to his honour, when theſe words came out of hig 
mouth , fs not this great Babell which 1 have built for mine 
honour, and Honour of my Kingdom ? Immediately his 
kingdome was taken from him, untill he was forced to 
acknowledge that the moſt high had rule over men, this is 
a fearfull ſpeacle to teache kings to know from 
whom they have their kingdoms and their authority. Pi- 
late when he did boaſt of his authority to Chriſt, ſaying 
unto him , knoweft thow not 1 can ſave thee or takg thy life 
from thee? Chriſt anſwered him, tho conldeſt not have anie 
power over mee except it Were given thee from above. This 
is the firſt reaſon why God is called the king of kings 
and Lord of Lords, becauſe it is not by ſuccelſion, nor 
by birth that Kings come to rule over others , but by the 
ſpeciall providence of God, and this is the reaſon why 
we mult reverence them that are in authority, becauſe 
( faith the Apoſtle) all authority is of God, 

The ſecond reaſon why God is called the Kinge of 
kingsis this , becauſe he never made king yet of abſo- 
lute power, he never yet made an abſolute king on earth, 
but allwaics made them ſubſticures ro himſelf in authori- 
ty , reſerving to himſelf the ſupream authority over them 
to thruſt them out of their thrones whenſoeyer it pleaſed 
him. All the kings of the world are but ſubjects to the 
king of heaven , fo thateyen in their ruling, and exerci- 
ſing of their power, they are to know there is another po» 
wer aboye them, unto which they muſt give an accompt 
of all their doings , for the Lord will not let the powes 
he hath oyer them to goe out of his own hands, fo that 
no kings nor Lords have anic power to doe as they liſt. This ſhews 
It is blaſphemie to ſay that anie king hath abſolute po- that kings 
wer, for that is aſmach asto (ct him in the throne of muſt ren- 
God, for there is no abſohne king but God alone , and Jer a» ac- 
this is the ſecogd reaſon why the Sirir of God deſcribes ;,unt of all 
the power of God after this miner,to prove him the one- their altios 
ly Potentate,if he that is a King have another power _ to God. 
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him which is theLord,the muſt this Lord bee the onelyPo- 
tetatezbut everyking hath the Lord above him) ſo as he ca 
hold it no longer then it pleaſeth him, neither can his race 
injoy it longer then God will ſuffer ir; therefore the Lord 
tooke away the kingdoms from ſome, and gave ,it to 
others , he tooke away authority from the heck of Da. 
vid, and paveirt to Icroboam , and for the iniquityes 
of Iecoboam he tooke it from Ahab and gave ir unto 
Ichu, manic changes of Kingdoms the Lord hath made, 
taking Kings out of their thrones, and placing thcir eni- 
mies in their places , to letus fee that Kings are not ab- 
ſolute Lords on carth , but they are at the Lords diſpo- 
ling , at his pleaſure. 

Thus we cc the third reaſon proved, wherfore the A- 
poſtle deſcribes the power of God after this manner , 
that by neceſſary evidences he concludes the main point, 
Since there is not a power or Potentate , but Godis the 
onely Potentate ro doc with men as himſclf pleaſe, it is 
he that caſteth down, and it is he that rayſeth up , and 
thus he will have all mcn to know , but ſpecially his mi- 
niſters to know this. 

There is a fourth reaſon of this manner of deſcribing 
God,and that is for the comfort of his children, which I 
have touched before,to arm them againſt all the terrours 
of kings, that the terrour of no power wake them to 
diſpence with the ordinaunces of this great Porentate , 
therfore he would imprint this in their mindes, that God 
is the king of kings,therfore no king can doe more harm 
eo them then it pleaſeth God, this is comfort, and the 
fame which Chriſt gives his deſciples in the tenth of 
Matthew , where he bids them not to fear them that 
Can onely kill the body , for he tclls them that theic 
lives are more preciousthen birds, and are there not (o 
manie ſparrows ſold for a farthing 2 and yet not one of 

chem ſhall fall to the grownd without the providence of 
God , therefore Chriſt knowing that power was give 


oycr- 
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evcr him, though hc could have praycd to his Fatkerand 
obtcyned legions of Angel!s,yct ke would not , Þecauſe 
he knew there was no tcfiftznce of Gods will, there- 
fore he comforts himſelf againſt the looſing of Pilate, 
that hee had no power but was given him | bra aboyc. 

Firſtof all this,letts us ſce- chat it is a vain thing to be 
aſtoniſhed at the fury of Princes, it is but miſerable weak 
nes of men that know what God is, certain it is if we 
ſeryeGod aright we would not be moycd with the fear of 
anic man in the world. 


Ye ſce when as Icroboam wonld have apprehended 
the Prophet that God fent to threaten his jud gments up6 
bim for hisidolatiy,when he ſtretched out his band , to 
apprehend him , God fo decred that his band withered, 
that when he had ſtretched ir our, he could not pullitio 
againz This God that could make the hand of a King to 
wither when he did oppoſe the counſell of God, what 
necd anie man to feare, whenas our Saviour and God is 
on our fide, We know what Saule did unto David, he did 
uſe all his {kill ro deſtroy him, but it was unpoſlible for 
him to doit becauſe God who is the Xing of Kings was 
with David , and God did ſhew hi; pow er againſt Saule 
in this, when he pat Sauls life into Davids hands, but hee 
never put Davids life into Saules hands. We knowe what 
enmity Ahab had againſt Elias the Prophet, yec the Lord 
c6mauds him to goe to him,&-the Prophet anſwered the 
Lord, that hc ſought his life, but the Zord anſwered him 
faying,goe,be not afiaid, and theProphet goes to him & 
rells [HA that it was he that troubled Iitacll, and the Lord 
reſtrained him that he could doe the Propher no harme, 
Infinice examples in the Scriptures wee have of this, to 
Ictus fee, that he can hold Kings that they ſhall doc no 
more harm then God will ſufter then) , to prove this 
eruth of God,thai he is King of Kings and Lord of 
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Tocome yet to make more uſe of this , why doth 
the Apoſtle lay this before us,the uſe is partly for Kings, 
. and partly for us, the firſt lefſon for Kings is this that I 
touched before concerning Nabuchadnezar, how God 
forccd him to learn how to know God to be the King 
of Kings , therfore let all Potentates learn to know that 
God hath rule over them, and thei: Kingdoms, and it is 
he that makes themKings;and ſerts them in their thrones, 
and if they doe notthis, it is juſt with God to make them 
will they nill they, to acknowledge this to their deſtru- 
ftion,for the (aying of Ifaie ſhalbe accompliſhed which 
the Lord there ſpeaks,all knees ſhall bow to him , and 
every mouth ſhall cunfeſlc him to bee the Lord , for the 
Lord will not ſuffer himſelf long to be deſpiſed , but in 
his own time hee will challenge his right , in deſpite of 
the world : it were a bleſſed thing if Kings would con- 
ſider this,that it is by God that they doe reigne , obſervo 
what it is Chriſt ſhall doe in the laſt day,the proper effect 
of this Kingdom ſhall be to put down all ——_ 
and powers,and to give up his Kingdom to God , that 
God may be all in all,1.Corin: 1 5,then ſhall they ſee the 
tructh of this , that heis the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. , if Xings would conſider this,that the time ſhall 
comezthat the world ſhall not haye a Kingdom nor King 
but God alone,me thinks they would then reverence this 
God in greater meaſure then they doe , but this ſort of 
dodtcine is harſh to Princes cares,to think that there is a 
Godabovethem, or that there ſhould be anic of whom 
they hould.their ſcepter,and yet they muſt Know this, or 
fcele the truth of it by experience in Gods judgment, 


The ſecond uſe for Kings and Lords is this , that 
the Apoſtle doth teach thera to doe that which is right 
to all men,that they opprefſe no man, becanſe they have 
a King over them in heaven, unto whom they muſt give 
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vuſerth to Maiſters in ſundry places, that they ſhowld doe that 
thet is right to their ſervants, knowing they bavea maifter it 
Heaven. If ſfaperiours would but acknowledgethis that 
they have a Lord over therp , that ſhall take areckoning 
of them aſwell as they take a reckonipg with' their in- 
feriours , {urcly ir would wake ther to doe nothing bur 
rhat which is cight , theſe are the uſes that doe concern 
Kings and tulers. 

Nowhere is great uſe of this likewiſe for ourſelys, 
befides the incouragement it givesus , not to be 
afraid of anie power in the world, but it teacheth us this 
lefſon,notto refilt power nor authority ,' becauſe there is 
no power not atthority but it is from God as the Apoſtle 
fhewes. | 

Now fnce all authority is of God, he that reſiſts 
authority hee reſiſteth God,bur ſome objeRt, what if they 
be tyrants and merciles men: and ſuch as make no con» 
{cienceto doe wrong ? I an[were even as the Apoſtle 
doth to ſervants, whom hee commands to be ſubject, nor 
onely to their good maſters,aud ſuch as are gentle 3 but 
alſotothem which are froward : ſo I ſfay,if thou wilt 
doe thy duty,thou oughtelt rather ro ſuffer wrong , and 
to luffer thyſelf to be oppreſſed , rather then to lift up 
thyſelf againſt authotity which thou art under, for if this 
bond of {ubjetionto Princes were looſed, Kingdoms 
could nor ſtand , ifevery ſervant ſhould ſtand agaiaſt 
their maſter, and every ſubje& againſt his Prince, when 
he is wronged,no common wealth could ſtand,it is true 
wee may ufe all lawfu]l means to eſchew wrong , and 
Magiſtrates may plead in Parliament with their Princes, 
for they have allo their authority from God , wee ought 
to uſe all lawfull meancs to eſcape wrong , but if there 
be no poſſibility of eſcaping, wee ruſt rather ſuffer them 
to wrong us,for power and authority'is to be reverenced 
as being of God, and indeed God doth ſometimes in ju- 
tice giye bad rulers to avenge himſclf for the fios of his" 
T6 | people 3 
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people ; hee gaveto Iſracl a King in his wrath; and hes 
ſticred up a wicked King in Iſracl ro avengehimlelf ups 
the people for their idolatrie,doc you not think but thar 
the divell isGods inſtrumet againſt the wicked, ſo is cvery 
wikedking thaLordsſcourge,the rod of his juſtice to in- 
flick vp6 b& enimies,when as good rulers arethe bleſli 
of God upona people that arc carefull ro pleaſe him, 
Lordwill makethem nurſing Fathers and Mothers unto 
his church , and ſo God in his infinit wiſedom makes 
Kings and Rulers co ſubjects as hee (ſecs cauſe, either to 
plague them or to preſerye them, this is the lecret,ofGody 
providence,thus to order the World according as he {ces 
they carry therſelvscowards him 3  weſce that ſo long 
as Iſrael did not know God, fo long God gave them in» 
ro their enimics hands,and they had tyrants to ruls oyer 
them, but when they ſought the Lord as they ſhould and 
orvght, the Lard gavethem gracious judges to deliver 
them out of the bands of theig enimics , and alſſoone as 
they fcll from God again, God tooke thole rulers from 
them again,and-made their enimies their Lords : to lex 
us ſce the truth of this,that it is our fin againſt God 
which cauſeth. him.to ſend wicked tyrants over a people, 
to repay thera home according as they have dealt with 
him,and it is his mercy to his owne, that bee gives them 
good and gracious rulers. Alwais it teacheth us this, that 
reverence muſt be given ro him which God hath ſett in 
8uthority over us, fince they are ſet over us by God. To 
come yet neater to the point,goih not God give power 
to the divell to be the prince of the ayre? How could 
he prevaile as hee doth over the ſoules and bodics of 
men, if God did not give him liberty? looke to the 
hiſtory of Iob, what could he doe againſt Iob? nothing 
but by the permiſſion of God , foin the Goſpell when 
there were two men polleficd of the diyell, which met 
Chriſt in the way,and hce diſpoſſcſled the diyells , when 
they were caft out , they had not ſo much power asto 


polleſle 
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pollelſe the (wine,till Chriſt gave them leave, & ſodoth 
God give power to thedivell as we rcad in the Re» 
velation , where itis ſaid that he ſetts up his viccar inthe 
Church , who ſhall exerciſe the power of the divell in 
the Church, and yet all this is of God , topuniſhthe 
wickednes of tho world , and to avenge himlelt upon his | 
enimics which have not the knowledge of God as they 
ſhould,and if God give ſuch power to wicked men,it is 
to make them his ficebrands , to plague the contemners 
of God and dcſpiſersof his word. 


But to goe farther, this is not onely a |cflon to reach 
vs not to be afraid uf mens terrour z and to reverence ths- 
whom God hath ſctt in authority over us : but likewiſe 
it ſervs us for another leſſon, and that is this , that Xivgs, 
and Superiours we are to obcy in theLord,&c no farther, 
for they have aLord over thern who hath made them our / [ery this 
Lords,therefore I muſt obey them bur in the Lord, we 
muſt not obey the king againſt that King that made hima 
King,forGod is the king of kings and Lord of all Lords, 
and therefore above all he is tu bee obeyed , though ir 
ſhould coſt us onr lives , yet we muſt not ubey'princes' 
to the prejudice of God, it would-bethought treaſon-3 
if a ſubje& ſhould harken to an inferiour Magiſtrato 
againſt his own king,although the king had made him he they 
Magiſtcate, yet if I ſhould heacken unto him in anic thing doth anie« 
againſt my prince, were atraytor to any prince , and is if#hing at 
ſo amongſt men, and ſball not God have the {iKe- aurho-the comm- 
rity?kings are but Gods ſubjects , and inferiour” Magi-mand of 
ſtrares undec him,and is it not high treaſon to obey them bis king, 
againſt God? Soall obedience that is given unto prin-which 1s 
ces under pretence of {ubjettion to the, being cotrary to contrary to 
Gods will,is cebcllion againſt God,and thufrauch -con- the Word 
cerningthe powet of God , that he is 1he- King of Kings of God hy 
and Lord of Lords. $5 4Irattouy 

H Now zo Chriſt, 
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onelbleſſed, we have heard already how that he is the 
onely-patentate , Now'we ſhall tee that none is ſo bleficd 
as:hee, and blefiednes'can be expected from none bur 
fror* himalone, for who can make a man bleſſed that 
is not bic{lcd in himiclf,,. bur God. alone 2 therefore. it is 
vain'to think ro have an happy & bleſled cſtare from anie 
Princes under heaven, except from God alone , for 
onely he which hath blefſcdyes without meaſure can be- 
ſtow ir, but !cr us conſider how thepApoſltle proves it 
by two thivgs , firſt becaulc he ik immortality , 
and iccontly becauſe he opely dwells inthat light that no 
ran can approach unto , and from theſe two he con- 
cludes:that he js blefſed,and he onely can give ir. | 

: He that hath life and an eternall lifc that is fo glo- 
rious , .and a life which is light, andis ſuch as makes 
the glory of him that. hath ic incomprchenſible , certainly 
. that, muſt be unſpeakable felicity , and this is the firſt 


Lat T5, point of tnicf#licity ,.and thisis the xcafon whyall crea- 


tures ate ſaid to be ſubje& io vanity, becauſe they are ſub- 
j<& to death, ſo that ail thags although they ſhould have 
their hearts dcfire in the world, yet they cannot be happy, 
for when thcy:dyc their bappines ceaſſeth , therefore to 
be icucly happy,is fiiſtco be 1wmornall, which is.nor one-- 
ly to'be exempted from death, butto bein ſuch an eſtate 
Where death cannot come , and to have corruption ſwal- 
Jowed up of life, wheGod ſhall be made glorious in them 


\ Thi that belegve , this makes men truely happy,therefore the 
., - Gains of God have both. in the old and New Teftament 


lamented the miſery;of man in this , that his life is but 
thr eef kore and tenzand it is quickly gone as a race that is 
' runne, ſovain a thinge is man; and if we had nothing 
els to humble us but this , namely , our corruption and 


© . », mortality , it-were argument .cnough to know -our baſe 


eſtate, and farre from being bappy in this world, in that 
; Wcare not exempted from death,therefore it is,that oe 
makes 
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wakes the vanity of man Who heaps wp. riches , aud _ 
tell who ſhall injoy them,as the rich glutron in the Golpell, 
who ſaid , ſowle take thine eaſe , thou haſt goods layd up for 
manie yeares , when Chriſt rold him , he had not a day to 
live., then thou foole Whoſe ſhall thoſe goods be 2 the (cri 
tures mock at theſe vain defires, fo that be a ————_ 
ca be in this world, yet his mortallicy makes bim wretchs 
cd and unhappy therfore-in regard God is immoxtall 
therefore he is onely bleſſed. 
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But it may be objected are not the Angells immorall, Objetiom 


why then doe ye ay God is, onely ſaid to , haye ,inmor- 
| OI none haye immortality properly but God 
alone,for true immorrality requireth true eternity, that is 
to ſay,it is without begining as well as without ending , 
and none is ſo but God alone, therefore none truly is 

immortall but God. alone , though. notwithſtanding 
God hath made tho Angells mam and the ſaulas of 
men immortall, that is, = durance onely.,and yet indus 
rance ſimply doth not make, immorrallity; for though the 
divells indure for eycr,yet it is not tolive for —_ ing 
may be (aid ro be immortal, that is , to live.for eyer,and 
yet not free from Gods wrath , as cxperience ſhall ,prove 
in wicked men and evill' Angells and \reprobate, men , 
but to ſpeake of the bleſled Angells and the foules of the 
ele& , to ſpeake truely as the matter is, the immortality of 
Angells and of men, itis not in the ſoules themſelys,nor 
in the Angells ther(elvs , what then ? even-from, God a- 
Jone,as it is laid Acts 17-That in him we live, move,aud have 
ox being , and if God: ſhould but withdraw his yp+bol- 
ding hand and power , neither ſhould the ſoules of mens 
.nor Angells beimmortall; (o that it is not from themſclys 
, but from God that they kave their immortality,and ther» 
fore the objection takes nat away this truth, that God 5s 
onely immortall. 
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.'''.  "Agzinobſerve this, that althongh the Lord give im- 
mortality to my foule and unto Angells, yet neither 
man for Angell can' give immortality ro anic creature 
in the World , God onely is able to doe this, therefore 
hee | onely bath ' immortality , becauſe hee onely 
bath ir of himſelf , and becauſe hee onely is able to giye 
it to others, therfore muſt hee needs continne to be im- 
mortall,that hath the onely keeping of it himſelf,and di- 
ſpences the ſame to others at his pleaſure , ſo that in this 
int God is onely happy, for man may begert children, 
but we cannot make them immorrall, oncly the Lord 
muſt doe this,nay we cannot make ourſelvs immortal, 
- dove we whitwecan , * reade Pſalm, '43. and you may 
fee the ſpirit of God taxeth the miſerable vanity of men, 
that thinke,theit names great on carth , and yct he ſaith, 
no matican redeeme his brother from death , all muſt 
ge to'the grave', the rich dye 'afwell as the poore, 
and yet vait! tran he will call hisLatids'by his own nave, 
and all is but in'vaitr, fo that this'is proved,thatGod is one- 
by bleſſed. We know that the diyclt did ſpeake true 
eo God concerning Iob , when the Lord faid unto 
him -, Haſf thou not conſidered my ſervent lob who is a righ- 
eos ma that doth no evill bur good, what' faith the devill 
16 God, ſkin for ſhin and all that a man hath will 4 man give 
for his tife, Wheras the hand of God being ſtretched forth 
apainſt Iob in his children , & in his (Rate, yet it could 
'hot” tnake Tob to blaſpheme God , bur the devill 
thonphe 'thar' if God would ſtretch our his hand upon 
his'own perſon , that it would wake him to blaſpb«me 
od', a man will part with anie 'thing ſo as he way 
ve his life , for whatis riches unto a man if he cannot 
Injoy them , withour life there is no conceite of hap- 
pincs, [er men therefore learn this;that their life , and the 
continuance of their life, & the ererniry of their life is in 
». the hands of God alone, and finceit is ſothat he onely 
can 


2) 
can giveerernall life , why then ſhould I for the pleaſure 
of anic man in the world offend this God,and make him 
to be mine cnimic? can anic Prince in the world giv c 
me etcrhall life, but he onely 2? why then ſhould 1 for 
the pleaſure of anic man offend him in whom my life 
ſtands? unleſle I care not what become of mee, whether 
I be caſt away into hell , or whether I bave erernall life ; 
If I deſire life let me then make conſcience not to greive 
this good God, lince he oneclie can give life, and he 
onely can take it away , this is lill but one part of his fe- 
licity, and of our felicity in him , if we obey him, he 
hath promiſed to give ctervall lifeubto ns; and they that 
remember not this promiſe that God hath prowiled to 
them that feare him , certainlye that man cannott walk as 
a Chriſtian. 

To come then to ſpeake of the 2. pointe, of the fee 
Iicity of God , which is thus fert downe, be dwelleth in 
that light, Which no man can attain unto , I will conſider 
two things in theſe words, firſt that he dwells in the 
light, ſecondly , he declares what manner of light this 
is , itis ſuch a light as no mancan approach unto. -The 
firſt hewes the infinite glory of God , in that the very 
place of his habiration is light it ſelf , and ſuch a light as 
the ſunne cannot give , it isa light ſurpaſſing all created 
light ,, yea this light coms from God himlelf, 1 Iohn. 
God 15 light , if anie man ſay he hath fellowſhip with God, 
and walk, in darknes » be is alyer, for God is light , and 
they which have fcllowſhich with God walk in the light, 
and therefore thoſe that are called ofGod,they are called 
the children of light , and God is faid to call us ont of darkyes 
into his marvellous light , that is, God calls us from death 
to life , to hee doth call ous from darknes to light, and 
this is the ſecond part of our feHcity, for in this we muſt 
be lik: God, in waom is no daiknes, for when God 


ſhall trauWate our yile bodies unto his gloxious light ihen 
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ſhall the light of the ſunne be inferiour .ro this bright 
ſhining light of this morrall fleſh, what glorious crea» 
tures ſhall we be in that daye when this our mortall fleſh 
ſhall not onely bee made immorrall , but our bodies.ſhal- 
be rayled inglory, as the Apoſtle ſaith, they are ſowen 
in Weaknes,but they ſhalbe rayſed imglory , j_ bodics, 
even likeunto the ſonne of God, who is now at tho 
right hand of his father , ſo that whatſoever is in mans 
body that makes it defedtive it ſhall then be taken away, 
and the gloric of God himſelf ſhall be put upon our bo- 
dies in that day,ſo this is the firſt thing co be confidered 
of us,that God dwells in the light. 

What uſe ſhould we make of this, it ſhould teach us 
where to lay the blame if we ſce not God, for in the dark 
we can (ce nothing, but in the light we can ſee anie things 
now if thou canſt not ſee God, it is not becauſe God is in 
darknes , for God dwells in the light, ſomething there« 
fore muſt be the reaſon why thou canſt not ſee him,and 
the reaſons are one of theſe two. 

Firſt if thou ſeeſt not God at all , the reaſon is this, be- 
cauſe thou art a child of darknes,and the light of life was 
never putt into thy ſoule , therfore the ae Ay arc ſaid to 
be of them which know not God, and what wonder is it 
they doe not know him, ſince they were never called our 
of darknes to the light of God , the want of this calling 
out of darknes, is the reaſon why they cannor ſee nor 
know this God , as for example , if a man þc in a dark 
dungeon or priſon, that hath no windowes in it to ſhew 
light, he cannot fee , ſuch a man in ſucha place cannot 
ſee the ſunne, for untill he be taken out of that darke 
place he cannot ſee anie thing , fo untill men beta- 
ken our of that bealtly blindnes wherin he is conceived 
and born he cannot (ee God. 

Bat the ſecond thing will bring us to a no# plus in this 
point, for ſuppole I becalledout of darknes what _ 
tnat 
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that help mee ? what the better am I for this calling , if 
cannor approach to this light ? this is the ſccond thing 
that we are to mark in the felicity of God, that beſides 
his dwelling in the light , he dwellcth in ſuch a glorious 
light as is unſpesKable , which no man can approach 
unto , Which ſhcws the unſpeakable glory of the Majeſty 
of God. 

Bur then it may be obj. ted, what availes this light of 
God,fince we cannott approach unto it? To underſtand 
this more clearely rhe words following make this doubt 
greater , wherche faith, no man ever ſaw this light nor can 
fee it , Abraham neyer lawe him, nor Molſcs never ſaw 
him , neither can anic man ſee that unapproachable light 
that he dwells in, all which cothlet us ſee the incom- 
prehenſiblenes of the glory of God , if all the Angells in 
heaven , and all the mcn in carth ſhould puttthey witrs 
in one, yet they could neyer {ce Guds face as he is, itis 
but the back parts of God that ever anie man ſaw , or at- 
tayncd to , for God faith himſclf that it is impothible for 
aan to (ce God and live, well then how ſhall we reſolve 
theſe phraſes of ſcripture whercit is (aid,bleſſedare the pure eMatt.5. 
in heart , for they ſhallſee God, and the Apoſtle faith, we 
now ſee but in parte darkly 4s ina glaſie , but then we ſhall ſce *- (v1.13, 
him face to face. How can this be truce , if none can ice 
God? 

To reſolvethis doubtfull point the Scriptures Icad us 
to the knowledge of the divers Kinds of the fight ofGed; 
firſt there is a (ght of God which is perfe, ſec6dly there 
4s a Gght of God which is imperfc,the perfc&t fight of 
God no man ca ſee butChrilt,neither Angell nor ma ever 
bad , or ſhall have the full and perfict fight of the Maje- 
ſty of Ged, it canrot beſcen, for it is infinite and in- 
comprehenſible, which cannott be comprehended by 
anic Creature , no nut by gloryficd men, nor glotifyed 
£recare , for the brightnes of God is luch , that ic w "_ 
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fiike to death man or a_—_ if he ſhould behold ir; 
therefore no man or Angell can ſec it and live , as God 
ſaid ro Moſes my face can no manſee and live, yet if anie 
man could haye ſeen God,Mofſes could , but the Lord tels 
him , my back, parts thou majeſt ſee z but my face ſhall no 
wan ſee, that is, we may have an obſcure fight of God as 
Moſes had,but a perfitt ſight of God oan no man have, 
in heaven the Angells dare not behold Gods glory,and 
therfore in the 6, Eſay , the Angells arc ſaid to haye 6. 
wings , with two they cover their faces , and with two 
they cover their fect, and with two they fly. They had 
two to cover their faces, to let us ſee that they dare not 
ſert theircies upon the immediate Majeſty of God , they 
could not indure the brightnes of Gods nature if ir wers 
expoſed to their ſight immediately,fo this perfeR fight of 
God is proper to God himſelf andChriſt, and no man els 
beſides himſelf. | 

An imperfe& ſight of God the ſaints may have, and 
that we may know the bounds and the linaitts of it, wo 
maſt firſt know the end of it and the fruit of it, and that 
willletas ſee what itis to [ce God. 

The ends of the fight of God are twolfold, or wes 
may obſerve it in one , andthat is, that we may be like 
him , all ſimilitudes of God flowe fromour fight of God 
here in this world, and in that which is ro come, there is 
no conformity 16 God nor likenes to him , but by the 
ſhining of Gods light upon us, therfoe it is that, in this 
world he ſends ſuch a light amongſt us, as is able tro make 
us like unto him in grace , though not in glory, the 
ſmall light we getin the Goſpell,is ro ſhew with open face 
the glory of God it puts the image of God in righte- 
oulnes and holines upon us , andit is given us to this end 
ro beget us again , and to tranſlate us trom the ſunilitude 
of ſivfull flcſh to the gloricuy image of God : ſee ther- 
fore what conformity in holikes ard iightcouſnes God 
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hath appointed us in this life , according to this he gives 
us a (ighr of himſelf in the Goſpel, it is a glaſſe wherin 
we may ſee God, and according as he givs us a fight of 
himſelf, ſo doth he conform us to his image , and the 
meaſure of our conformity to God doth arile from the 
meaſure of our ſight of God ,if we had a greater meaſure 
of the light of righteouſnes poſſeſſe us, we ſhould have 
a greater meaſure of the fight of God, ſo that is the rea- 
ſon. of this light that God reveales to us in this world, 

that we may ice the glory of God manifeſted in Chriſt Ie- 
ſus, thatwe may attainto this bleſlednes in this life to 

be like unto him, 


There is yet more ya ſccond degree of bleſſcdnes in 
the light of God , which is not onely to have a fmilitude 
like unto God in holincs, but in glory and imamocrality, 
weſhall not onely be made righteous and holy , but im- 
morrall and glorious, this doth proceed from the fight 
of Gud , when Chriſte ſhall come again in the cloudes, 
then ſhall mortalitye be ſwallowed up of immorrality, but 
this effe& of the fight of God cannot come to paſſe un- 
till weatrain ſuch a ſight of God as the Scriptures ſpeake, 
when he faith , we are now the ſons of God,but when Chriſt 
who is owr life ſhall appeare , then ſhall we alſo appear 
With him in glory. 


The fight that we haye of God inthis life, though it 
be bur a poore light, yet is cffeuall to regeneration, and 
it is as farre as-(infull man can ſce him here, and yet 
this fight of God is nothing to that he is in bimſelf , and 
to that which we ſhall ſce in him at the laſt daye: So like- 
wiſe that ſight we ſhall reccive at Chriſts coming again, 
it ſhall not be the fight of Gods Majeſty immediately , 
but we ſhall ſee this God clothed with his manhood , for 
the fullnes of the Godhead dwells in Chriſt bodyly , the = ” 
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hcad is overſhadowed with the fleſh of Chriſt,and we ca 
never {ee it but in and thorow his flcſh , his flcſh is the 
vaile , and except through this vaile , wo can.ot {ce tho 
Majeſty of God in heaven, now this glorious light of 
his godhcad which we ſhall ſee in heaven through the 
fl:ſh of Chriſt is not the eſſenciall glorie of the deity, 
but the created glory that is putt upon the manboud of 
Chriſt, which glory of the manhood ſhall transform our 
flcſh to the 6militude of the ſame glory, ſo that the fight 
we ſhall have of God in heaven ſhalbe an carthly obje& 
in the glorifycd body of the ſone of God , take away this 
flcſh of the ſonne God in heaven , and neither man nor 
Angell can (ce the Lord, therefore in the 3. Chapter 
of this Epiſtle the Apoſtle tells vs that Chriſt was ma- 
nifcfted inthe fleſh, and ſeen of Angels, the Angells 
durſt not looke upon God before , bur had two wings 
to cover their faces , they durſtnot ſee the Majeſty of 
God untill God had put this vaile upon it , and then the 
Angells did fee it , which is one of the greateſt points of 
the myſtery of godlines, 


Since then there is no happines, but in conforming 
ourſclys to God in Holincs,in immortality and glory, 
aud that by the ſight of hlm , what will that reach us?ir 
ſhould teach us te labour to ſee this God, which tho hee 
| be inviſible in himſelf , yet we ſhould labour, to geta 
ſight of him, without which there is no conformablencs 
to him , nor bleſſednes in the world, therefore Chriſt 
himſelf counts his diſciples bleſſed that they ſawe the 
glory of God in him, ſaying, bleſſed are the cies , that ſee 
what you ſee,manie have deſired to ſee it,and have not ſeen it, 
this f1ght which the fairs have of God on earth is of 
two forts,the firſt is according to that God ſhewes him- 
ſclf in the law,the ſecond is according as God did mani- 
fcſt under the Goſpcll , under the law hee did ſhew him- 
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ſe|fbut darkly. in ſhadows , types ind figures , but 
now- under the  Goſpell-hee doth manifcett himſelf in 
Fis ſone, which is the ingraven forme of the Fathers perſon. 
God in the vId law did ſhewe himlelf in lacrifices ; and 
oblations and purifications , in thele things God did 
ſhewe. himſelf darkly , and notplainly as hee was,there- 
fore the.lawe is now abrogaed that the Golpell is come, 
and wee arc not now to looke on God astheydid in 
ſhadowcs,but to {ce him in open face,it is not now as the 
glory of God was upon Moſes, which the people could 
not behould the glory of God which did ſhine in Moſes 
face , much lefle could they then lee God himſelf, bur 
now faith the Apoſtle wee ſhew forth the glory of God 
with open face in the Goſpell, which trausformes mee by 
the fame image from glory to glory, 


Yet this bright ſight of God which we havein the 
Goſpcll , is bot adack light in cowpaiiſon of the fight 
of God, which wee ſhall have in gloty like unto Chriſt, 
that is reſerved till Chriſt come againe ; If Chriſt ar 
his firſt coming into the world had come in glory and 
notin weaknes , then hce ſhould have transfoi med the 
world tov it, but hce camenot for that end than, but hee 
came then onely 10 make us holy , and rot to make us 
glorious , heecame in our nature, and was {ubject to 
hunger and thriſt and wearynes , that hee might conform 
us to his naiure, as far as ficſh and bloud could be 
capable, but when hee ſhall come again in Majeſtye then 
ſhall hee appeare in glory , and when he appeares , wee 
ſhalbe like ro himin Glory,ſfo as I ſaid before in the be- 
FR our felicity coms from our ſight of God, ard 
ooke what fclicity God beſtows upon us ,. hee will let 
us {ee it by transforming us to his image in holines here, 
and in glory hcraſter ; and all doth arilc from the fight of 
God, and yct this remains a truth as I ſaid, thatall the 
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fighe wee have of God ivtiorwpeefet fight » wee Thall 

never ſee God as hee is , uric ſhalbe (uch fight as is 
ſufficient for the ends hee givesitfor 3 God is as farre 
aboyens; as it is poſſible an infinite creature can beabove 
a finite creature, and giring this glory to God oncly ,.chat 
”. © he knowes himſelf perfectly, and chat he will bleſſe 

us with that mcaſureof the fight of him which 
i ſufficient to make vs happy for 


oVermore., 
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